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Applicable Courses: 7th-12th Biology, Anatomy & Physiology, Bioethics.


Washington State EALRs: 
- 1.2 and 2.1 (7th – 8th grades) 

- 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, and 3.2 (9th – 12th)

Objective: Students will participate in a mock Congressional hearing to discuss the bioethical issue of stem cell research, and its place in the federal agenda.

Plan:  This is a possible assessment for “Bioethics of Stem Cells” model (by M. McNutt).  It is assumed that you will have already covered at least a minor lesson/unit in the technical biology of cell division, embryonic development, and an introduction to bioethics.

Depending on class size, the roles can be adjusted as such:

· Large classes (25-30): include non-Subcommittee Congress members.  These members still attend the hearing, take notes, but do not participate until the voting on the Resolution.

Day 1: Explain assessment and hand out (or volunteer for) stakeholder positions/bios (see attached form- page 4).  Divide the class into groups of three, and have each group research a stakeholder position (page 4).

Assignment: Complete the Critical Reasoning Analysis worksheet (page 51 of Ethics Primer).

Day 2-3 (or however days possible/needed): Continue research.  At the conclusion of the research phase, each student should have prepared for the hearing note cards or papers, including a written copy of their testimony.  (Students can use this written copy to help them remember key points that they are making during their testimony.)


Assignment: Turn in the short version of the Decision Making Model (page 75 of Ethics Primer).  They will leave blank: 6. Decision, and 7. Action and Evaluation.

As the research is being done, or when it is completed, each student group of three should elect one to act as the stakeholder for the hearing.  The remaining group members will act as Congress members, either on the Subcommittee or as “outside” Congress members.  They should briefly identify a political party that might hold their researched stakeholder position.

Assignment: Have note cards/papers/testimony prepared for the

Congressional Hearing, including political positions (if necessary).

Day 4: Hold Congressional Subcommittee Hearing (see page 3 for procedures).  

The topic: Should Congress pass Resolution xxx.xx, which proposes federal funding for new research involving the creation of new stem cell lines for therapeutic stem cell research?

· Subcommittee Chairperson is the mediator and is responsible for ensuring timeliness and order during the proceedings.

· All participants should take notes during the hearing. (use the student handout “Congressional Hearing Notes”, page 62-63 of Ethic Primer).

· They can fill out their own position on the handout, but also jot down other positions, and possible questions to bring up (if Subcommittee members).

· On the following page is a suggestion for the arrangement of your classroom, based on actual subcommittee formats.
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Final Assignment/Project/Assessment: All students complete the Ethical Decision-Making Model (short or long version, as desired).  

Alternative assessment: Write a letter to Congressperson with the results of your mock hearing, and ask them to consider your requests based on the evidence you present.

Mock Subcommittee Hearing Procedure

1. Call to order by Subcommittee Chairperson.  General introduction, including that of the rest of the subcommittee and of the witness panel (other stakeholders). Include a brief description of the Resolution being debated. State their name and who or what they represent.

2. Opening Statements made by each member of the witness panel, as directed by the Subcommittee Chairperson.  (They should present their testimony in the order in which they are seated.)  Time should be limited to 2-3 minutes, with no clarifying questions from others. (They may keep an additional copy to use for questions later, etc.)

3. After all witnesses have presented, each senator (including the Chairperson) will have three minutes to ask questions (including responses).  He/she may ask questions of specific witnesses, or to the entire witness panel.  The Chairperson will be the timekeeper to ensure that the senators stay to their allotted time.

4. Panel is asked by the Subcommittee Chairperson to submit their written testimony at this time.  They are thanked for their participation and “dismissed”. and the Subcommittee (and other Congress members, if applicable) must then arrive at a simple majority vote on Resolution xxx.xx.  

Mock Congress Subcommittee Hearing- Shareholder Positions
Pro

1. Public sector scientist at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center: 

Cell biologist that is interested in using stem cells to develop a better treatment for diseases.  Public sector research is funded by the federal government. 

2. Paralysis victim: High school student confined to a wheelchair following a spinal cord injury from a car accident.

3. Religious leader: Prominent figure in a church. (Choose a religion or denomination.)

4. IVF (in vitro fertilization) physician: Employed by an IVF clinic to provide services for infertile couples.

Con
1. Private biotechnology company owner: Privately funded owner of a biotechnology company that focuses on research in spinal cord injury treatments.

2. Advocate for the unborn: Defends the rights and treatment of the unborn.

3. Religious leader: Prominent figure in a church. (Choose a religion or denomination.)

4. Parkinson’s disease patient: 70-year old person who suffers from Parkinson’s disease.

PAGE  
1

