Whose Water is it anyway?

Objective:


To investigate an ethical problem involving resource delegation by identifying the stakeholders involved and incorporating their perspectives on the issue.  

Instructions for the teacher:

· Have the students move into home groups of 5 and begin the engaging activity.
· Present the scenario to the class and have each group identify the ethical problem question.
· Have each group present their ethical problem question and as a class come up with the one that will be used.
· As a class, identify the stakeholders.
· Assign each member in the group of 5 a given stakeholders role and give them an info sheet.
· Split the home groups up and have common stakeholders meet to discuss their needs and concerns by answering questions such as:  What are your needs for the water allocation?  Why?  What would happen if you did not get your needs met?
· Have the students get back into home groups and let each stakeholder make a pitch for the water allocation.
· As a group, have the students identify other information they would need in order to come up with a solution for the problem.
· Groups can then come up with possible solutions given with the current information they have.
Engaging activity:


Each student in a group of 5 will randomly select a cup marked with an indicator color that secretly marks a given height (specific color corresponding to a given height).   Each group will also have a beaker containing a given amount of water (the amount of water must be less than an amount able to satisfy each participant in part 2 of the activity.  

Part 1 of the activity: Student groups are asked to distribute the stock water in a manner that is fair to everyone (the hope being that kids will distribute equally).  Explain the importance of water to the group members and the survival of each.  Students are asked to put the water back into the stock beaker.  

Part 2 of the activity: Student groups are asked to fill cups up to the color mark on their own cup with the stipulation that you must start filling the cups with the highest marks first and lowest mark last.  The person with the lowest mark will end up with no water.  They do not survive!!  Is that fair?

Scenario:


On the Colombia River, studies have shown that there has been a drastic drop in the salmon population due to less water flow resulting from a dry season.  In addition, this decrease in water has put pressure on the government to limit the water rights of local farmers.  

Background information on the chosen stakeholders:

Native Americans:  They need the Salmon both as a source of food and to sell for income.  They rely on the sales of the Salmon for the majority of their income.

Local Farmers:  The Colombia River is needed to irrigate their crops.  Due to recent droughts, they have been struggling to produce enough profit to live on.

Fishermen:  The Salmon represents the most profitable market for them.  Due to the steadily decreasing number of salmon, the government has severely decreased the fishing season.

Hydroelectric Power Company:  They use the water to produce low cost energy to the local community.  Without this power, other more expensive sources of energy would need to be implemented.

Local Community:  The local community uses water from the Colombia River for their drinking needs.  It has also provided many jobs because of its tourist attraction for recreational uses.

Extension / Follow-up Activity:
Students can research the additional information they identified before presenting a solution.

Students can find articles which reflect a similar situation to share with the class.

Legal problems that might arise from any solution proposed can be discussed.

Costumes and props can be incorporated to get students into the roles of their stakeholder.

Consider using the film “Milagro Beanfield War”

