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Title

Focus on Feline Dissection
Name(s)

Joyce Conbere
Executive Summary
Provide a 1-paragraph summary of your plan.  We will use this to describe your plan on our website
Students will consider the issues surrounding the use of animals in anatomy and physiology classroom dissections.  The activities will allow the students to fully consider all sides and point of views before they make reach a consensus on whether to perform feline dissections.  The hope is that when given a choice as whether to dissect or not the students will approach the dissections with increased respect and with a realization of the gift of learning that the cat provided.   
Course(s) for which the plan is intended, including grade level and subject area(s)

Anatomy and physiology, grades 11-12
Standards addressed (State and/or National)
Washington State EALRs = 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2
Where in your curriculum will this plan fit?

The plan will (may) precede a six week feline dissection.
What is the science topic/content?  

The year in anatomy and physiology is focused on human body systems.  The feline dissections will either follow or precede the more in depth study of the systems that are studied.  The body systems that are covered are: muscular, circulatory, urinary, reproductive, and some of the nervous and endocrine system.
What is the Essential Question?
The essential questions that students will be considering are:  1) Is the use of animals for dissection in a high school anatomy class ethically justifiable?  2) Are animal dissections an integral part of learning human anatomy?  3) Should our class in human anatomy and physiology use cat dissections as a means to learn human anatomy?
What are the Enduring Understandings?
Students will understand how to use critical reasoning and decision making skills to become conscious of the ethically charged decisions that they take in life.    

Describe the strategy or strategies you will use.  What will students do? 
Will you use a case study, news article, movie, etc.?  
Will you use stakeholder groups?  Structured academic controversy? 
1. Students will be able to explore their initial feelings about animal dissection and discovery other perspectives using the “Range of Perspectives: Four Corners” activity. An Ethics Primer, NWABR page 55
2. Students will read a selection from “The Human Use of Animals” F. Barbara Orlans on the ethical issues of dissection.  3.  As homework they will fill out a modification of the Critical Reasoning Analysis Form ( An Ethical Primer, page 75),   Using that form students will pose some possible solutions and the implications of those solutions.  

4. In pairs the students will use the Ethical Decision-Making Framework (An Ethical Primer, page 123) to discern the stakeholders, pose a possible solution, and make a decision with justification.    

5. The class will then, all together, use the Ethical Decision-Making Framework (An Ethical Primer, page 123) to make a decision as to whether feline dissection will take place this year in anatomy and physiology. 
How will you assess student understanding?

I will collect their Critical Reasoning Analysis Form (An Ethical Primer, page 75), the completed Ethical Decision-Making Framework (An Ethical Primer, page 123).  Students may be assessed on the final discussion and decision making using the Rubric for Evaluation Classroom Discussions (An Ethical Primer, page 112)
What sources did you use in crafting this plan?
An Ethical Primer, NWABR
The Human Use of Animals Case Studies in Ethical Choice, F. Barbara Orlans, Tom Beauchamp, Rebecca Dresser, David Morton, John Gluck

For the Greater Good Curriculum Guide, NWABR
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