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Title

The Case of Ashley X


Name(s)

Marianne Powers
Executive Summary
Provide a 1-paragraph summary of your plan.  We will use this to describe your plan on our website
     This series of activities will help students know and understand the principles of bioethics by providing students with opportunities to acquire background in scientific principles and bioethical principles.  After an introductory activity, the case of Ashley X will be studied by incorporating the 4-box ethical analysis chart.  The lesson will also include background in female reproductive system including the function of hormones, child development, and new techniques that are used in medical interventions.  
Course(s) for which the plan is intended, including grade level and subject area(s)

Seventh grade biology units on cells and body systems and an eighth grade unit on genetics, reproduction and development    
Standards addressed (State and/or National)
Explain the structural and functional differences found at all levels of organization

Establish connections between natural and designed worlds and provide students with opportunities to develop decision making abilities.

Growth and development are complex, interdependent processes that occur during childhood and are influenced by a number of factors that include:  genes, background, diet, family and caretaking. 
Where in your curriculum will this plan fit?

Cells, body systems, genetics, human development
What is the science topic/content?  

Nature of science – certainty/ uncertainty; Levels of organization in humans
What is the Essential Question?
What are society’s  values regarding alteration of disabled individuals?
What are the normal developmental milestones in child development?

What is importance of the female reproductive system in growth and development? 
What are the Enduring Understandings?
What is ethics?  What are values?  To know and understand the principles of ethics.  

To gain an understanding of hormones in the female reproductive system.  To learn the stages in child development.
Describe the strategy or strategies you will use.  What will students do? 
Will you use a case study, news article, movie, etc.?  
Will you use stakeholder groups?  Structured academic controversy? 
An ethical group discussion:  The Lifeboat( Primer p. 58), What is a Value? (Primer p. 44-45), Values Identification (Primer p. 37) Identifying Stakeholders and Values (Primer p. 77), Background Bioethical Principles (Primer p. 62), 4-box – Ethical Analysis Using the Principles (Primer p. 63),  Time Magazine:  Pillow Angel Ethics (Case Study), The Case of Ashley X (Case Background), The Other Story from a Pillow Angel (Seattle Post Intelligencer), Structured Academic Controversy Ethical Discussion Worksheet (Primer p. 91) 
How will you assess student understanding?

Teacher created rubric – Ashley Case Rubric Bauman
What sources did you use in crafting this plan?
NWABR Ethics Primer, NWABR “Big Book” 
Scoring Rubric for Ethical Decision Making in Clinical Medicine 
using the table from: Johnson AR, Siegler M, Winslade WJ.

Each area, Medical Indications, Patient Preferences, Quality of Life and Contextual Features, will be scored using the following values.  Each section must identify or describe considerations that are specific to each area.  

*A score of 5 will be assigned for describing 4-6 of these factors, each factor must be accurate.

*A score of 3 will be assigned for describing 4-6 factors while having only 1 inaccurate item.

*A score of 1 will be assigned for describing 4-6 factors while having more than 1 inaccurate item.

*A score of 0 will be assigned for describing less than 4 factors with any combination of accurate or inaccurate items.

* A score of 5 will be assigned for a good paragraph justifying the groups decision using a topic sentence, 3 supporting sentences and a summary sentence. (1 point for each well thought out sentence)

25 Total Score Possible

Medical Indications-Principles of beneficence and nonmaleficence

____________ Score

· Diagnosis, prognosis

· Problem specifics

· Goals of treatment

· Probabilities of success

· Plans for failure

· Sum of benefits

Patient Preferences- Principles of respect for autonomy

___________ Score

· Patient is Competent, yes or no.

· If competent, what is the patient saying?

· Does the patient understand the treatment and has he/she given consent?

· If appropriate, does the patient have an appropriate surrogate and is this surrogate doing his/her job in a legal and ethical manner?

· Does the patient have a previously prepared written directive expressing his/her wishes? Ex. Does he or she wish to have extraordinary things done to extend his or her life?

· Can/does the patient actively participate in the treatment? Why or why not, explain.

· Summarize the Patient Preferences.

Quality of Life- Principles of beneficence and nonmaleficence

___________ Score

· What will happen to the patient with or without treatment?

· What physical, mental or emotional problems will the patient have if the treatment succeeds?

· Do the physicians, nurses etc. have motives that will interfere with good judgment?

· Will living with or with out treatment be considered undesirable? (to the patient)

· Is there a plan with a good reason to not treat the patient?

· How will the patient be kept comfortable and pain free as much as possible?

Contextual Features- Principles of loyalty (fidelity) and fairness (justice)

__________ Score

· “What is in it for the family?”

· “What is in it for the doctors, nurses, hospital, etc.?”

· Who will pay for this?  Does this influence whether or not the patient gets treatment?

· What are the patient’s religious views?

· How will the patient’s right to privacy be assured?

· Will this treatment cause others to have difficulty receiving care?

· Is this legal or not?

· Is research or teaching involved? 
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