Final Assessment for Charlotte’s Web

At the end of our unit on Charlotte’s Web, you will be graded on two major tasks.  You will have plenty of time to prepare and participate in these tasks.

TASK #1:  Identify an Environmental Issue of Value to you

TASK #2:  Socratic Seminar

The end of task Socratic seminar is your opportunity to show that you know what we have been talking about in class as we have been watching Charlotte’s Web.  Even more importantly, this is your chance to show that you can do these two things:


1.  Form an opinion


2.  Explain your thinking



What does it mean to ‘form an opinion’?


An example that a student has formed an opinion is when that opinion is clearly


voiced during an open seminar.  This could be in response to an opening question, 


in response to another student’s comment, or in an original idea that is considered 


during the seminar.  An opinion means the student states what he/she thinks and 


feels about a particular issue or idea.  Simply saying “I disagree” does not 


constitute having an opinion.


What it might sound like:


What does it mean to ‘explain your thinking’?


Student clearly explains why he/she thinks the way he/she does about an issue.

Explaining can mean giving examples, providing reasons, clarifying thoughts or 

concepts, sharing experience that is relevant or making connections to others 

ideas that help explain why the student thinks the way he/she does.  To explain

your thinking would be to answer the question, “Why?”.  Simply saying “I think 

this way because I know it is true” or “because I do” does not constitute 

explaining your answer.

What it might sound like: 
Your final grade … will be our assessment of your seminar participation.  You will assess 

your effort and I will agree or modify.  You can not answer wrong, unless your don’t 

answer!  We will practice this ‘seminar talking’ often as we take apart the article about 

Charlotte’s Web as well as the movie.

The final seminar date is about:  _____________________________________ 
TASK #3:  Final Reflection, Journal Entry.
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The end of task Socratic seminar is your opportunity to show that you know what we have been talking about in class as we have been watching Charlotte’s Web.  Even more importantly, this is your chance to show that you can do these two things:


1.  Form an opinion


2.  Explain your thinking



What does it mean to ‘form an opinion’?


An example that a student has formed an opinion is when that opinion is clearly


voiced during an open seminar.  This could be in response to an opening question, 


in response to another student’s comment, or in an original idea that is considered 


during the seminar.  An opinion means the student states what he/she thinks and 


feels about a particular issue or idea.  Simply saying “I disagree” does not 


constitute having an opinion.


What it might sound like:
I think the federal tax can only be ‘fair’ if it is a flat percentage tax and not adjusted! 



What does it mean to ‘explain your thinking’?


Student clearly explains why he/she thinks the way he/she does about an issue.

Explaining can mean giving examples, providing reasons, clarifying thoughts or 

concepts, sharing experience that is relevant or making connections to others 

ideas that help explain why the student thinks the way he/she does.  To explain

your thinking would be to answer the question, “Why?”.  Simply saying “I think 

this way because I know it is true” or “because I do” does not constitute 

explaining your answer.

What it might sound like: 
The tax system as it presently exists allows every tax payer to selectively pick exemptions due to their particular knowledge or position where a ‘flat’ tax says all pay the same percent regardless their financial situation.

Your final grade … will be our assessment of your seminar participation.  You will assess 

your effort and I will agree or modify.  You can not answer wrong, unless your don’t 

answer!  We will practice this ‘seminar talking’ often as we take apart the article about 

Charlotte’s Web as well as the movie.

The final seminar date is about:  _____________________________________ 
TASK #3:  Final Reflection, Journal Entry.
Charlotte’s Web

Student Journal

  Name:                                                                       Period:
	Skills & Description
	Proficient – Got It

100- 90
	Developing – Close

89 - 75
	Emerging  -  It’s coming     89 < > 75

	Forming

an

opinion
	Clearly voices an original opinion on an issue or idea.  Clearly states what she thinks about an issue or idea and states whether their issue or idea is instrumental, aesthetic, or moral


	Voices an idea about issues but not clearly stated or developed as an opinion.  Idea reflects what others have been saying rather than an original idea – or – student disagrees with issue/idea but does not explain what their idea is.


	Follows along with the discussion – may make contributions or may ask questions but does not talk enough to offer evidence of an original idea.  Responses indicate that student may agree/disagree with what is being said but does not make his/her own ideas. 

	Explaining

my 

thinking
	Clearly supports ideas with examples, reasons, or evidence for their thinking.  Offers clarification when prompted or without prompting.  Able to put key concepts in their own words and explains their own ideas in terms of instrumental, aesthetic, or moral. 
	Gives some examples and reasons, but is incomplete.  We are left wondering why the student arrived at the idea or conclusion  that he/she did.
	Offers one or two word answers or asks question, but does not participate sufficiently to explain an idea they may have or are formulating. 


Self-Assessment:

For the Socratic Seminar, in the area of  “forming an opinion”,  I would rate my participation as  _______________  because ….

For the Socratic Seminar, in the area of  “explaining my thinking”,  I would rate my participation as  _______________  because ….

Evaluator:     concur  /  not concur

Of what value…
Observation:

Observe the eight photographs.  Each black and white 


photo is approximately the same size and in the 


same location on the paper.  The purpose of the 


photograph is to elicit a reaction of some type.

Interpretation:


Interpret each of the photographs with a brief 


descriptive word or phrase.  The purpose is not to be 


‘correct’ but rather to capture and interpret your 


reaction with words. What do you see?  What do 

you think about when you see the photographs?

1.  ___life and vitality_____________________________
2.  ___bleak, barren_______________________________
3.  ___apathy and disregard________________________
4.  ___death or impending doom    __________________
5.  ___organization and symmetry__________________
6.  ___gentle love and kindness_____________________
7.  ___lonely insignificance_________________________
8.  ___evil terror and mob rule______________________

Now what …?

The reactions are not as important as the process with which we react.   All of us will filter each event in our lives through all the prior events that have happened to us.  We will never be able to control those events that impact us but we can control our reaction to those events.  We build, either consciously or subconsciously, a filtration mechanism through which we interpret the world around us.  Regardless how we build these filters, once we realize they exists, we can adjust and control them.

Of what value…
Observation:

Observe the eight photographs.  Each black and white 


photo is approximately the same size and in the 


same location on the paper.  The purpose of the 


photograph is to elicit a reaction of some type.

Interpretation:


Interpret each of the photographs with a brief 


descriptive word or phrase.  The purpose is not to be 


‘correct’ but rather to capture and interpret your 


reaction with words.  What do you see?  What do 

you think about when you see the photographs?

1.  _____________________________________________
2.  _____________________________________________
3.  _____________________________________________
4.  _____________________________________________
5.  _____________________________________________
6.  _____________________________________________
7.  _____________________________________________
8.  _____________________________________________

Now what …?

Charlotte’s Web … the movie or the book – building foundational knowledge, surfacing prior knowledge.

What I remember –


Cast of Characters –


Sequence of Events – 

 

Charlotte’s Web … the movie or the book 
What I remember –


Cast of Characters –


Sequence of Events – 

 

 Any person, place, or thing…  the HOOK!
write down the item you ‘value’ and briefly explain why you think you value it,


       Memories from the Bonanza

Silver Dollar group think!
E.U.- The beginning of conceptual knowledge of instrumental, aesthetic, and moral value.


 In your group examine the silver dollar artifact.  Determine the types of ‘good’ you can determine from information on the artifact.  Fill in the pyramid on your individual paper starting with instrumental good on the bottom.  Put aesthetic good in the middle and place moral good on the top.

Label the pyramid with the good and the reason that supports your contention.  

(view examples on document projector)

 

  ‘item’  and  ‘why’





























































































































Wilbur


Charlotte


Fern


Zuckerman


Templeton





Fern saves Wilbur   -   Wilbur to Zuckerman   -    Wilbur learns he is doomed   -





Charlotte says she will save Wilbur   -   Charlotte sends Templeton to ‘fetch’ words   -





Charlotte spins webs   -   Wilbur gets trip to fair   -   Charlotte dies   -   Zuckerman decides to





save Wilbur 





Moral Good


I value how pretty it is therefore its worth is not important to me.











Aesthetic Good


The dollar says 1 oz pure silver therefore the market value on the exchange is about $13.00.








Instrumental Good


The coin says one U.S. dollar, that’s what it’s worth.











