Ethics Introduction

Unit Outline
I. Introduction to Ethical Perspectives

a. Handout  Choices & Values: What’s important to Me
i. Allow students to fill out value sheet to assess their own values

ii. Discuss values- students may or may not share the values they find most important.
b. Handout Ethics- 
i. Side 1 Notes & Vocabulary  

ii. Side 2- Comparison of Perspectives

c. Ethical Perspectives in Use Case Examples 

i. Short cases presented to students.  Students decide which perspective is used and give a reason why they chose that perspective.

ii. Discuss student responses and reasons
II. Distinguishing Ethical Questions

a. What makes an ethical question?

i. Refer to notes & vocabulary page for definitions and clarification.

ii. Practice w/s #1- What makes an Ethical Question?
1. in class with discussion of answers

iii. Practice w/s #2- Questions within a Scenario

1. in class with discussion of answers

iv. Practice w/s #3- Questions that arise from the Scenario- 

1. for homework

III. Decision Making Framework

a. How to arrive at a decision to an ethical question.

b. Possible Cases:  Use a scenario from Practice sheets #2 & #3.

c. Ethical Decision- Making Framework Student handout

IV. Possible Content Units for Integration

a. Cell Structure & Reproduction

i. Stem Cells

1. President Bush’s address & rebuttal papers

2. Planaria regeneration lab 

ii. Cancer

1. Choosing to inform or not to inform family of a Cancer diagnosis- NIH Cell Biology & Cancer Activity1: Faces of Cancer

b. Genetics 

i. Genetic Testing for Diseases

1. Genetics symposium (source?)

ii. Who owns your Genes

iii. Pre-selecting the sex and/or traits of your baby.

iv. Pre-implantation diagnosis of embryos for genetic disease.

v. Having one child as a donor for an existing child.

c. Bacteria & Viruses/ Immunology

i. Mandatory Vaccination

1. Guardasil -HPV in Texas

ii. Distribution of scarce/ risky vaccines

1. Flu vaccine prioritizing

2. Smallpox vaccines in the event of an outbreak/ attack

iii. Quarantine of infectious areas or individuals

1. “Outbreak” scenario

iv. Duty of an individual to society.

1. Atlanta TB on international Flight
v. HIV vaccine- Human Clinical trials

vi. HIV global perspectives

d. Ecology

i. Breaching of dams for Salmon
ii. Reintroduction of species- wolves

iii. Captive breeding of endangered species

iv. Drilling for oil in ANWR

v. Global Warming \Kyoto Protocol

1. Summit meeting

vi. CITES- International trade of endangered species

1. Summit meeting

