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Executive Summary
Our plan is to introduce ethics in a biology class in a time-sensitive manner, so that students will have enough background to begin thinking critically.  The pressure to cover biology standards in the course of a year, does not allow excessive time to explore ethics on its own merit.  If, however, students are given sufficient background in solving ethical dilemmas, these dilemmas and case studies can be used as a vehicle to deliver content material in our existing units throughout the year.  Following the introductory lessons, we will include some of the cases we feel lend themselves best to use in those content areas.
Course(s) for which the plan is intended, including grade level and subject area(s)

General Biology (9-12), Honors Biology (9-12 *mostly 9), Advanced Biology (10-12)
Standards addressed (State and/or National)
National Education Standards: Content Standard C: Life sciences: Developing Student Understanding, Content Standard F: , Content Standard G: Science as a human endeavor
Where in your curriculum will this plan fit?

We will begin with “What is Ethics?” as an introduction at the beginning of our classes along side “What is Science?”.  We will introduce students to Ethical Perspectives and allow them to begin thinking about issues from different points of view by examining short cases.  Students will then learn to use decision making models for ethical questions.  This will be an introductory unit to lay the groundwork for using ethical dilemmas within content units throughout the year, allowing us to incorporate ethics strategies wherever our current curriculum allows.  We have already identified locations, such as immunology and genetics, as great locations for integration.  As we progress, we will expand both the number of topics and the strategies we will use.
What is the science topic/content?  

Biology
What is the Essential Question?
What is Ethics?  What is Science?  How do ethics and science overlap and or support one another?  How can each be used in decision making?
What are the Enduring Understandings?
Ethics and science are inseparable.  In order to critically reason scientific problems, one must have the skills for logical reasoning.  Science alone does not provide these skills for our students.  Students should be able to identify viewpoints that are not their own, and better able to resolve the conflicts between society and science.  
Describe the strategy or strategies you will use.  What will students do? 
Ethics notes on one reference page with Main Ethical Perspectives from primer

Practice sheets #1-3 from NWABR primer.  

Brief cases from the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation to allow students opportunities to practice using the perspectives.  

Ethical Decision Making Framework  student handout from primer will be the focus of our introduction.
How will you assess student understanding?

Informal assessments as students respond in class.

Student responses on Ethical Decision Making Framework  student handout.

Student participation and responses on actual cases embedded in content units. (these would include written responses, Socratic seminar participation, structured academic controversy, etc).

Unit exam.
What sources did you use in crafting this plan?
NWABR Primer

Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation
