Ethical Perspectives

Identify the following decisions according to the ethical perspective used.

MORAL RULES/ DUTIES

VIRTUES

OUTCOMES

PRINCIPLES

CARE

Case 1

Enu, the old grandmother of a Shoshone tribe, could no longer chew buffalo hides to make the soft enough for making clothing.  When winter came and food supplies ran low, it was decided by the tribe that Enu would be left alone on a nearby hill to die.

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 2

Rachel has fallen in love with Nathan, a schoolmate in a small religious school set up by a Christian sect.  Her parents forbid a marriage to Nathan and make arrangements for Rachel to Marry Peter, another youth in the church.  Rachel marries Peter.

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 3

In Germany during 1942, a Christian soldier, whose close friend is imprisoned in Dachau concentration camp, fins himself in a crowd with his leader, Adolf Hitler.  He views the Fuhrer as ruthless and dangerous to his country.  Being armed, he considers killing Hitler.  After a few moments of hesitation, the soldier assassinates Hitler.

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 4

Ted, an insurance agent, receives a phone call from a fellow agent who works in the same office, asking for a ride to work because his car has broken down.  Ted had intended to use the drive to work to view some property he would like to buy, but picking up his co-worker would not leave him time to do this.  He decides to help his co-worker.

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 5

Thomas, a missionary doctor in El Salvador, was told by the government to abandon his work and return to the United States.  Thomas doesn’t even consider stopping his work with the poor people of the countryside.

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 6

Ruth visited her friend Sarah in the hospital.  Sarah had been badly burned and blinded in a car accident and seemed most concerned about how disfigured she might look.  She asks Ruth how awful she looks.  Ruth lies to Sarah and tells her that the effects of the burn are not bad at all.

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 7

Art gets a new care and asks his good neighbor Sam whether he likes the color.  Even though Sam knows the truth will hurt Art, he believes in the Ten Commandments and so gives his honest opinion that the car would look better in a different color

Perspective:

Reasons:

Case 8

Hank, who is not religious, witnesses a man known to be quite wealthy drop a money clip containing several large bills.  Hank could definitely use the money to help buy clothes for his eight foster children, but decides to return the money to the man.

Perspective:

Reasons:
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