Ethics

Ethics is a study of the moral reasons humans act in the ways they do and attempts to determine what “should” be done in the face of conflicting choices.  Ethics asks us to question and consider morals, values, and principles of all those involved.  Because it seeks to consider and respect alternate viewpoints, it is a key component to living within a society in a civilized way.

Why study Ethics?

1. Well-Reasoned Judgments

We need to learn to differentiate opinions based on emotions from those supported by evidence and logical argument.  The discipline of ethics stresses an analytical approach to evaluating issues.  Successful arguments are both well-reasoned and clearly articulated.

2. Respect & Empathy for the Viewpoints of Others

Ethics allows us to gain greater understanding and respect for the views and positions of others, even when they do not agree with our own.  Understanding the issues and valuing different points of view makes us better citizens within our democratic and diverse society.  Ethics attempts to balance individual rights with the common good.
How is Ethics Different from Morals or Values?

Morals
Morals are codes of conduct or rules of behavior.  They are actions or practices related to what you hold important.  Ex:  Do not kill.
Values 
Values are principles or qualities that you consider important or “valuable”.    Values are the basis for your moral codes and ethical considerations.  Example:  Life is sacred, therefore, killing is wrong.  People have different values based on their own life and experiences, such as family, religion, friends, culture, gender, race, economic status, social status, and many other factors.
Ethics
Ethics provides a rational way to work through dilemmas based on all information available and to decide the best course of action when choices conflict.  Example:  If killing is wrong, should you kill in self defense or execute criminals.

What Makes an Ethical Question?

Ethical questions involve or imply the words “ought” or “should”.  They consider conflicting moral choices and dilemmas.  Ethical questions have several alternative solutions that may conflict with each other.  Ethical questions require reasoning from different points of view.
