Intervention and Reflection: Basic Issues in Medical Ethics
Background Reading Question Sheet
Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper prior to the Ethics in Science Summer Institute.  If you wish to really ‘stretch’ yourself, an optional extension is provided for each section.  We recommend that you complete this assignment over several days, breaking up and tackling only a few sections at a time.
I.  Basic Ethical Theories

Utilitarianism

1. Describe two in ways in which the ‘principle of utility/greatest happiness principle’ can be stated.

2. In reading the section on Utilitarianism, which concepts or ideas did you find particularly new, interesting, or noteworthy?  Choose at least one concept or idea to describe.

3. What does Munson think is the biggest flaw with utilitarianism?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

(Optional Extension: Compare and contrast Act, Rule, and Preference Utilitarianism.  Summarize each theory and its strengths/weaknesses.)
Kant’s Ethics

4. What are the two formulations of the ‘categorical imperative’?

5. What does ‘categorical’ mean, in comparison to ‘hypothetical’?
6. Describe Kant’s notion of rationality.

7. For Kant, how are duty, good will, and actions related?

(Optional Extension: What do you think is the most problematic aspect of Kantian ethics?  Why?)

Ross’s Ethics

8. What is a ‘prima facie’ duty?  

9. What duties does Ross believe are binding on all moral agents?  
 (Optional Extension: Would you add anything else to this list? If so, what would you add?)
Rawls’s Theory of Justice

10. In your own words, describe Rawls’ theory.  Include the terms ‘original position’, ‘veil of ignorance’ and ‘primary goods’.

Natural Law and Moral Theology

11. In your own words, describe ‘Natural Law Theory’.
12. How does reason relate to moral law (as formulated by Aquinas)?

13. Describe the principle of ‘Double Effect’ and give one example (book example is OK).
(Optional Extension: What does Munson identify as the fundamental difficulty with Natural Law ethics?  Do you agree or disagree?)

II. Major Moral Principles

For each of the following principles, which concepts or ideas did you find particularly new, interesting, or noteworthy?  Choose at least one concept or idea to describe for each principle:
14. Nonmaleficence

15. Beneficence
 (Optional: Utility, which combines nonmaleficence and beneficence)
16. Distributive Justice

 (Optional: Distinguish between non-comparative and comparative justice)

17. Autonomy

III. Theories Without Principles

For each of the following theories, which concepts or ideas did you find particularly new, interesting, or noteworthy?  Choose at least one concept or idea to describe for each theory:

18. Virtue Ethics

19. Care Ethics

20. Feminist Ethics

(Optional:  Summarize what you believe to be the strengths and weaknesses of each theory.)
(Optional:  How is Care Ethics different from Feminist Ethics?)

