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TIME MAIN AUDITORIUM

8:00 am Conference Opens Melissa R. Tribelhorn, MPA
Kitt Swartz, MPH, CCRP, Conference Co-Chair
Ray Robles, MBA, CCRP, Conference Co-Chair

8:15 am Keynote: Quality by Design 
Impact from Clinical Trials to Evidence in Practice

Meghan Wagner, PharmD, MBA

9:15 am Break

9:30 am Right Tool, Right Job:  
Responsible AI Integration in Clinical Trials

Adam Rhine, MSc Computational Linguistics

10:30 am Break

10:45 am Evaluating Tools for AI Steven Bedrick, PhD

11:45 am Long Break

1:00 pm Panel: Strengthening Compliance and Quality:  
Best Practices in Monitoring and Auditing Clinical Research

Leah E. Clemente, MPH, CCRC

2:00 pm Break

2:15 pm Developing Linguistically and Culturally Tailored  
Virtual Study Assistants Using Generative AI

Weichao Yuwen, PhD, RN

3:15 pm Break

3:30 pm Afternoon Keynote:  
Cultivating a Culture of Compliance and Quality

Bridget Adams, MSHS, CCRA
Paul Newton, JD, CIP

4:35 pm Closing Remarks Melissa R. Tribelhorn, MPA

All times are Pacific

EVENT AGENDA
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TIME BREAKOUT SESSIONS

8:00 am No Breakout Session at this time, please join the Main Room

9:15 am Break

9:30 am Data Quality in Clinical Research Nicole G. Weiskopf, PhD

10:30 am Break

10:45 am Panel: Mentorship for Students and  
People New to Clinical Research

Tony Keyes, MPA, PMP
Justin Scott Braithwaite, MBA, PMP, CCRP
Milan Sheth, MS in Biomedical Science
Stephanie Feel, PhD, PMP

11:45 am Long Break

1:00 pm Show me the Money!  
Overview and Career Options in Research Finance

Gregory Yandl, MBA

2:00 pm Break

2:15 pm Panel: Building a Meaningful Career in Clinical Research Donielle O’Connor, MEd
Leah E. Clemente, MPH, CCRC

3:15 pm Break

3:30 pm No Breakout Session at this time, please join the Main Room

All times are Pacific

EVENT AGENDA
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

SAVE THE DATE
June 23–27, 2025	 Camp BIOmed, Whitworth College, Spokane

July 7 – August 15, 2025	 Camp BIOmed, Seattle Pacific University, Seattle

September 25, 2025	 Gala, Seattle

October, 2025 (likely)	 CyberBIO Conference, Seattle & Virtual

October 6, 2025 (tentative)	 Trusting the Science

March 2–5, 2026 IRB, IBC & IACUC Conferences,  
Seattle Children’s Research Institute & Virtual

Call for 2026 Conference Session Proposals

CE CREDITS
	Î CIP Council - NWABR has applied for 6 hours of CIP credits. Application pending.

	Î The Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP) no longer pre-approves 
CEs for non-ACRP events. However, conference attendees can self-report activities 
outside of ACRP events via the guidelines and criteria listed at Maintaining Your 
ACRP Certification Through Continuing Education and in the ACRP Maintenance 
of Certification Handbook. For more information on the updated policy, please 
visit Event Submission for ACRP Contact Hour Approval - ACRP (acrpnet.org).

	Î The Society of Clinical Research Associates (SOCRA) accepts documentation of 
candidate participation in continuing education programs for recertification if the 
program is applicable to clinical research regulations, operations or management, 
or to the candidate’s clinical research therapeutic area. This program offers 6.0 
hours of CE credit. 

• To obtain a SOCRA Certificate of Attendance, please contact
patrick@pinkdx.com with your request for recertification credits, please 
include the presentations attended during the conference.

NEED HELP? 
During the conference the best way to  
contact NWABR is by text to (208) 310-9198.

Prior to, or following the conference,  
you can contact Melissa Tribelhorn at 
melissa@nwabr.org.

This PDF is interactive. Click on the page number 
above to move to that part of the program.
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Dear Participants,

Today, more than ever, biomedical research stands at 
a pivotal crossroads, challenged by a complex interplay 
of scientific, ethical, and political pressures. Here in 
the Pacific Northwest, these challenges are particularly 
acute, with federal funding cuts threatening the very 
foundation of the research enterprise. The recent 
budget reductions to key health agencies jeopardize 
critical work across the entire biomedical spectrum—
from basic discovery through clinical application.

This moment calls for bold leadership and unwavering 
advocacy. As clinical research professionals, our 
responsibilities have never been more expansive—or 
more essential. We are not only scientists and clinicians; 
we are educators, ethicists, and ambassadors for 
science and medicine. Our ability to uphold public trust 
and drive ethical progress is foundational to the future 
of biomedical innovation.

In response, the Northwest Association for Biomedical 
Research (NWABR) continues to rise to the occasion. 
NWABR remains steadfast in its mission to support 
the research community, foster meaningful public 
engagement, and elevate ethical standards across all 
aspects of biomedical science.

One of our most important initiatives, the bioTRUST 
Action Network, is empowering individuals—from 
researchers to community members—to take action. 
Through bioTRUST, we encourage our stakeholders 
to contact policymakers, share their perspectives, and 
actively advocate for sustained, ethical biomedical 
research. This initiative reflects NWABR’s deep 
commitment to ensuring that science remains both a 
public good and a public responsibility.

Together, through NWABR and bioTRUST, we are 
building a resilient, ethical, and inclusive research 
environment—one where public trust and scientific 
progress go hand in hand.

I invite you to join us in this mission at our annual 
NWABR Gala this September—a celebration of science, 
ethics, and community. It’s an opportunity to connect, 
reflect, and recommit to the work ahead. Your 
presence supports not only NWABR’s vital programs, 
but the future of biomedical research itself.

 
Gordon Roble 
Board President, NWABR

Gordon Roble DVM, MBA is Associate Vice President of Shared Resources, Fred Hutch

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/biotrust-action-network
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/biotrust-action-network
https://www.nwabr.org/gala2025
https://www.nwabr.org/gala2025
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TIME MAIN AUDITORIUM SESSION OBJECTIVES

8:00 am Conference Opens
Melissa R. Tribelhorn, MPA
Kitt Swartz, MPH, CCRP
Ray Robles, MBA, CCRP

8:15 am Keynote: Quality by Design – Impact 
from Clinical Trials to Evidence in 
Practice
Meghan Wagner, PharmD, MBA

1.	Describe the foundational principles of Quality by Design (QbD) and its role in clinical research 
planning

2.	Explain the downstream impacts of QbD
3.	Identify sources for relevant, rigorous, evidence-based information
4.	This keynote will explore how the principles of Quality by Design (QbD) can be applied across the 

entire clinical trial lifecycle to proactively reduce errors, enhance protocol integrity, and improve 
participant safety. Attendees will gain insight into how intentional planning, cross-functional 
collaboration, and continuous learning contribute to operational efficiency and regulatory 
compliance. Real-world examples will illustrate how integrating QbD principles into trial design 
and execution leads to higher-quality outcomes, greater data reliability, and reduced burden on 
both sites and participants. This session addresses quality management, regulatory oversight, and 
the ethical conduct of clinical research.”

9:15 am Break

9:30 am Right Tool, Right Job: Responsible AI 
Integration in Clinical Trials
Adam Rhine, MSc Computational Linguistics

In clinical research, effective AI integration demands more than adopting the latest technologies - it 
necessitates carefully selecting the right tools for each workflow and applying them responsibly 
within a shifting landscape of complex regulatory and technical requirements. This session will 
introduce a “toolbox” approach to AI in clinical trials, emphasizing the need for a curated, flexible 
set of AI solutions aligned to specific research tasks. We will explore how to integrate AI tools in 
ways that not only enhance efficiency and data integration, but also uphold the highest standards of 
data protection, compliance, and ethical responsibility. Attendees will learn how to build a versatile 
AI toolbox, navigate the challenges of adoption among diverse research partners, and ensure that 
every AI application serves the broader mission of safe, effective clinical research.

10:30 am Break

10:45 am Evaluating Tools for AI
Steven Bedrick, PhD

As AI tools become increasingly integrated into clinical research, professionals must understand how 
to critically evaluate their use for compliance, ethics, and scientific rigor. This session will explore 
how AI is currently being used in clinical trial design, data analysis, and participant recruitment, and 
will provide a framework for assessing tool validity, bias, and regulatory alignment. Attendees will 
gain practical strategies for evaluating AI platforms against Good Clinical Practice (GCP) standards 
and ethical oversight requirements. Case studies will highlight real-world applications and challenges 
to support decision-making in protocol development, IRB review, and operational implementation.

11:45 am Long Break
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1:00 pm Panel: Strengthening Compliance and 
Quality: Best Practices in Monitoring 
and Auditing Clinical Research
Leah E. Clemente, MPH, CCRC

Effective monitoring and auditing are critical for ensuring the integrity, compliance, and success of 
clinical research. This session will provide a practical overview of monitoring and auditing strategies, 
highlight common challenges, and share best practices for protecting participants and maintaining 
regulatory standards. Attendees will gain actionable tools to strengthen oversight processes and 
promote a culture of continuous quality improvement across diverse research roles and settings.

2:00 pm Break

2:15 pm Developing Linguistically and 
Culturally Tailored Virtual Study 
Assistants Using Generative AI
Weichao Yuwen, PhD, RN

Increased accessibility for underrepresented populations is a widespread goal of translational 
research. Recent advancements in generative artificial intelligence (AI) could support the process 
with the use of a virtual study assistant (VSA). In addition, traditional approaches to increasing 
language accessibility are labor-intensive. Multilingual large language models (LLMs) could support 
the process, therefore significantly reducing the human resources needed to perform translation 
and adaptations. This session will describe UW’s ITHS Pilot Award-winning study on developing 
tailored tools for people with different cultural and language backgrounds in CTs and preliminary 
results.

3:15 pm Break

3:30 pm Afternoon Keynote: Cultivating a 
Culture of Compliance and Quality
Bridget Adams, MSHS, CCRA
Paul Newton, JD, CIP

Workplace culture is business terminology that describes the priorities and values of a team. 
The clinical research community and regulators are now focusing on research workplace culture. 
Recent updates to ICH guidelines include expectations for researchers to implement a culture of 
quality, aligning with long-standing discussions around culture of compliance in clinical research. 
This presentation will explore how cultivating a strong clinical research workplace culture can 
directly enhance study compliance, patient safety, and overall research quality. We will highlight 
best practices for establishing and sustaining compliance/quality culture, using a real-world clinical 
research example, and drawing on Torok, Sam, and Herbert’s (2024) Strategic Enablers framework, 
which emphasizes critical thinking, employee ownership, leadership commitment, and open dialog. 

Learning objectives:
•	 The critical roles of compliance and quality in clinical research
•	 Best Practices for fostering cultures of compliance and quality

4:35 pm Closing Remarks
Melissa R. Tribelhorn, MPA

All times are Pacific
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TIME BREAKOUT SESSIONS SESSION OBJECTIVES

9:30 am Data Quality in Clinical Research
Nicole G. Weiskopf, PhD

High-quality data are essential for valid, reliable, and reproducible clinical research. This talk 
addresses key questions related to data quality in both prospective data collection and the reuse 
of existing data. We define data quality in operational terms and discuss the differences between 
random and systematic data quality issues. Strategies for preventing data quality problems during 
study design and data capture will be outlined, along with methods for identifying and mitigating 
issues in secondary data sources. The presentation provides an overview to managing data quality 
across the research lifecycle.

10:30 am Break

10:45 am Panel: Mentorship for Students and  
People New to Clinical Research
Tony Keyes, MPA, PMP
Justin Scott Braithwaite, MBA, PMP, CCRP
Milan Sheth, MS in Biomedical Science
Stephanie Feel, PhD, PMP

1.	Describe the value and relevance of mentorship to clinical research professionals
2.	Characteristics of successful mentee/mentor relationships
3.	Importance of mentee self-advocacy; working with a mentor to help you establish goals for 

professional development and advancement
4.	Discuss implementation approaches of formalized and informal mentorship programs in industry 

and at academic medical centers”

11:45 am Long Break

1:00 pm Show me the Money! Overview and 
Career Options in Research Finance
Gregory Yandl, MBA

This conference session delves into the multifaceted realm of research finance, beginning with 
a personal case study on the speaker’s introduction and journey into the field. Attendees will 
gain insights into the essential body of knowledge required for the Certified Financial Research 
Administrator exam, emphasizing the critical aspects of grant financial management such as 
expense allocation. The session will also address the intricacies of clinical trials financials, including 
invoicing, accounts receivable, and collections, alongside organizational financial planning and 
analysis (FP&A). Participants will explore career ladders and compensation trends within research 
finance, while learning to articulate their unique qualifications and transitions into the industry. 
The session concludes with a long-term industry outlook and a Q&A segment to foster interactive 
dialogue and personalized advice.

2:00 Break

2:15 pm Panel: Building a Meaningful Career  
in Clinical Research
Donielle O’Connor, MEd
Leah E. Clemente, MPH, CCRC

This interactive panel will explore diverse career pathways within clinical research, offering practical 
guidance for students and early-career professionals navigating their next steps. Panelists will 
share personal experiences, highlight essential skills for advancement, and discuss emerging 
trends shaping the future of the field. Attendees will leave with actionable insights to support their 
professional development and long-term success in clinical research.

3:15 pm Break

All times are Pacific
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BRIDGET ADAMS, MSHS, CCRA
Assistant Director, Regulatory Knowledge and Support
Oregon Clinical and Translational Research 
Institute, Oregon Health and Science University
	ö adamsb@ohsu.edu

Bridget Adams is the Asst Director of the Oregon 
Clinical and Translational Research Institute’s 
(OCTRI) Regulatory Knowledge and Support (RKS). 
She has a Master’s of Science in Health Sciences in 
Clinical Research Administration from The George 
Washington University, is an ACRP Certified Clinical 
Research Associate, and has completed the RAPS 
Regulatory Affairs Certificate Program in Medical 
Devices and Pharmaceuticals. She teaches study 
coordinator training courses at OHSU and provides 
consultations on regulatory issues to study teams 
at OHSU and OHSU partners. She has over 25 years’ 
experience in clinical research and enjoys helping 
investigators understand and find solutions to their 
regulatory issues.

STEVEN BEDRICK, PHD
Associate Professor
Department of Medical Informatics and Clinical 
Epidemiology, Oregon Health and Science University
	ö bedricks@ohsu.edu
	ö 503-346-3750

Dr. Steven Bedrick is an associate professor in 
Oregon Health and Science University’s Division 
of Medical Informatics, Clinical Epidemiology, and 
Translational Data Science. His research focuses on 
biomedical applications for speech and language 
technologies, particularly including natural language 
processing and automatic speech recognition. His 
clinical foci are secondary use of electronic medical 
record data, clinical trial informatics, patient-provider 
communication, and the assessment and treatment 
of speech and language disorders. He also works in 
the areas of ethics and governance concerning data 
and technology, especially in medical contexts. In 

addition to his research program, he has an active 
educational portfolio, covering topics in machine 
learning and computer science as well as data 
visualization.

JUSTIN SCOTT BRATHWAITE, MBA, PMP, CCRP
Site Readiness and Regulatory Senior Startup Specialist 
	ö jbrath812@gmail.com
	ö 347-633-2017 

Justin Brathwaite is a Site Readiness and Regulatory 
Senior Specialist with expertise in study startup, 
regulatory compliance, feasibility, and site 
management. He holds an MBA with honors from 
Boston University Questrom School of Business 
and is a certified Project Management Professional 
(PMP). Currently pursuing a PhD at the University of 
Jamestown, Justin is also a frequent contributor and 
peer reviewer for the Clinical Researcher, the flagship 
journal of the Association of Clinical Research 
Professionals (ACRP). His articles on barriers to 
clinical trial enrollment and social media marketing 
were among the highest-read pieces in their 
respective issues and were selected for the ACRP 
home study program, which provides continuing 
education for clinical research professionals.

LEAH E. CLEMENTE, MPH, CCRC
Quality Assurance Specialist
Providence Swedish
	ö leah.clemente@swedish.org

Leah has 10+ years’ experience in the clinical 
research setting coordinating trials across various 
departments, and most recently, facilitating and 
completing internal quality assurance reviews. 
Main areas of interest and expertise include GYN 
oncology, genomics, motivational interviewing, FDA 
audit preparation, and gap identification and process 
improvement.

STEPHANIE A. FREEL, PHD, PMP
Director, Clinical Research Operations, 
Education & Outreach
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Pediatrics
Duke Office of Clinical Research (DOCR) 
Duke Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute (CTSI)
	ö freels@duke.edu

Stephanie Freel, PhD, PMP, is the Director of Clinical 
Research Education and Outreach in the Duke Office 
of Clinical Research (DOCR), Director of Strategy and 
Innovation within the Duke Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute (CTSI) and Adjunct Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Pediatrics. Dr. Freel 
develops and delivers research training for a number 
of programs and internships including, professional 
development seminars and research conduct 
courses. She leads the Duke Workforce Engagement 
and Resilience Initiatives, which include: clinical 
research job classifications; hiring optimization; 
standardized onboarding and continuing education; 
and clinical research professionalism and 
engagement. During her career, she has served 
as inaugural director for two Duke central offices: 
establishing operating processes, research mentoring 
courses with the National Research Mentoring 
Network (NMRN), and grant-writing courses for 
the Duke Office of Faculty Mentoring (2012); and 
leading the development of Scholars programs, 
career development awards, and a new Masters’ 
course for Physician Scientists for the Duke Office of 
Physician-Scientist Development (2018). She remains 
a collaborator and course instructor within the Duke 
MERITS (Multidisciplinary Education and Research 
in Translational Science) and the Duke Master of 
Biomedical Sciences programs. Prior to her work in 
research administration and program development, 
Dr. Freel investigated the impact of CD8+T cell 
responses on HIV-1 replication and evolution during 
acute infection in the Duke Human Vaccine Institute 
and at Trimeris,Inc.
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ANTHONY KEYES, MBA, PMP
Assistant Director, Research Workforce Operations
Johns Hopkins University, School of Medicine 
Institute for Clinical and Translational Research
	ö akeyes1@jhmi.edu
	ö 410-550-6259

Anthony Keyes is the Assistant Director, Clinical 
Workforce Operations at Johns Hopkins University, 
Institute for Clinical and Translational Research 
where he is responsible for several ongoing School 
of Medicine-wide projects. He has also served as a 
Study Coordinator and Research Manager and has 
20 years’ experience in many aspects of clinical trial 
coordination and management.

Tony is a certified Project Management Professional 
and has successfully completed several, large-scale 
projects. He founded and directs the Johns Hopkins 
ClinicalTrials.gov Program and co-chairs the National 
Clinical Trial Registration and Results Reporting 
Taskforce. He also directs the Research Coordinator 
Support Service Program leading many early stage 
and mature research professionals to fill vital needs 
throughout at the University. Tony serves as the co-
chair of the Clinical Research Professionals Taskforce 
and directs a research coordinator apprentice 
program to grow the next generation of qualified 
staff.

He received his MBA in Healthcare Management from 
the Johns Hopkins University, Carey Business School 
and a Bachelors of Biology from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

PAUL NEWTON, JD, CIP
IRB Chair & Director, Human Research  
Protection Program
IRB, Office of Research Integrity,  
Oregon Health Science University
	ö newtonpa@ohsu.edu
	ö N/A?

Paul Newton currently serves as the Human Research 
Protection Program Director and Institutional Review 
Board (IRB) Chair at Oregon Health Science University 
in Portland, Oregon. He is an Oregon attorney with 
over 35 years of experience in law and litigation, 
ethics and compliance, bioethics, IRB oversight, and 
animal research care and protection (IACUC). Prior 
to being involved in IRB work, Paul spent fifteen 
years as a criminal defense lawyer. Since beginning 
work in the IRB field in 1995, he has served on 
numerous research ethics committees throughout 
the US. He has also served as a bioethics advisor to 
a large pharmaceutical company, served as a clinical 
ethics consultant for Legacy Health, and conducted 
countless training sessions for lawyers, ethicists, IRB 
members, students, researchers, and international 
Fellows.

DONIELLE O’CONNOR, MED
Research Director, Neuroscience, Heart & Vascular
Providence Swedish
	ö Donielle.O’connor@swedish.org
	ö (206) 215-2466

This interactive panel will explore diverse career 
pathways within clinical research, offering practical 
guidance for students and early-career professionals 
navigating their next steps. Panelists will share 
personal experiences, highlight essential skills for 
advancement, and discuss emerging trends shaping 
the future of the field. Attendees will leave with 
actionable insights to support their professional 
development and long-term success in clinical 
research.

ADAM RHINE, MSC COMPUTATIONAL 
LINGUISTICS
Lead Data Scientist
Talosix
	ö arhine@talosix.com

Adam Rhine is the Lead Data Scientist at Talosix. He 
spearheads AI service development by leveraging his 
expertise in natural language processing, machine 
learning engineering, and software integration. 
Adam’s passion for adapting cutting-edge ML 
technologies into practical real-world solutions is 
driven by nearly a decade of experience in clinical 
informatics, including key contributory roles at 
University of Washington, Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Center, and Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. 
He holds a Master’s degree in Computational 
Linguistics from UW, and in a past life worked as 
a Senior Integrations Engineer at Coupa Software, 
where he helped transform the company from a 
small startup into a major powerhouse in the spend 
management space.

RAY ROBLES, MBA, CCRP
Sr. Director, Clinical Research Services Office
Oregon Health & Science University
	ö roblesr@ohsu.edu
	ö 503-494-8586

As Senior Director of OHSU’s Clinical Research 
Services Office (CRSO), Ray leads the management 
of key offices critical to facilitating clinical research 
initiatives. His purview encompasses oversight of 
the Clinical Research Management System, Clinical 
Research Billing Office, Clinical Trials Contracting 
Office, Research with Affiliates Program, and 
ClinicalTrials.gov Support Office. Ray’s primary 
objective is to optimize the operational efficiency of 
these offices, ensuring seamless facilitation of clinical 
research endeavors throughout OHSU.

With extensive experience in clinical research, Ray 
offers a depth of knowledge and expertise crucial to 
his role. Collaborating closely with a dedicated team 
of administrators, Ray is committed to upholding 
regulatory standards, institutional policies, and 

SPEAKERS
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ethical guidelines in all facets of clinical research 
activities. The collective effort is directed towards 
fostering a culture of safety, ethical conduct, and 
compliance within OHSU’s research community, while 
providing researchers with the necessary resources 
to achieve their goals.

MILAN SHETH, MS IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE
Clinical Research Coordinator II, Oncology Trials
Houston Methodist Hospital
	ö milan.sheth89@gmail.com
	ö 937-831-1565

Milan Sheth is a Clinical Research Coordinator II for 
Cancer Trials at Houston Methodist, with extensive 
experience in Phase I-IV clinical trials across oncology 
and various therapeutic areas, including Neurology, 
Endocrinology, Nephrology, Addiction Psychiatry, 
Emergency Medicine, and Developmental Medicine. 
He holds a Bachelor’s degree from The Ohio State 
University and a Master’s degree in Biomedical 
Science from Eastern Mennonite University.

With a strong foundation in clinical data 
management, regulatory compliance, and patient 
recruitment, Milan is committed to ensuring high-
quality and efficient research execution. His expertise 
lies in optimizing trial operations while maintaining 
a patient-centric approach. Passionate about the 
intersection of healthcare analytics, AI-driven 
medicine, and clinical trial innovation, he seeks to 
leverage technology to enhance patient outcomes 
and streamline research methodologies.

As the founder of Trials to Treatments, an educational 
platform dedicated to bridging the gap between 
clinical research and patient care, Milan is devoted 
to increasing accessibility and awareness of clinical 
trials. His mission is to drive innovation in research 
and healthcare, fostering collaboration among 
researchers, healthcare professionals, and patients.

He actively shares insights on the evolving landscape 
of clinical research, medicine, and technology 
and welcomes opportunities for collaboration on 
groundbreaking projects in this space.

KITT SWARTZ, MPH, CCRP
Assistant Director of Clinical Research Optimization
Oregon Health & Science University
	ö swartzk@ohsu.edu
	ö (503) 346-3540

Kitt Swartz is employed by the Oregon Clinical 
and Translational Research Institute. She holds a 
Master’s degree in Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
from Oregon Health and Science University. She is 
interested in creating efficiency in workflows and 
sharing knowledge across the research community. 
Her program supports clinical and translational 
researchers by facilitating access to services, 
resources, operational guidance and methods. Ms. 
Swartz has been involved in clinical and translational 
research in a variety of roles for over 20 years and 
has been in her current role for 10 of them.

MELISSA R. TRIBELHORN, MPA
CEO/Executive Director
Northwest Association for Biomedical Research
	ö melissa@nwabr.org
	ö 206-957-3337

Melissa Tribelhorn has dedicated her career to 
advocating for educational and healthcare programs 
that reduce barriers and change lives. As Northwest 
Association for Biomedical Research’s CEO/Executive 
Director, she works to strengthen and promote the 
public’s trust in the biomedical research community. 
Her early work with HIV prevention education in 
sub-Saharan African grounded her philosophy 
that social justice and collaborative leadership 
are the cornerstones of equitable and sustainable 
policies and programs. Melissa’s more recent roles 
in nonprofit management have provided her with 
extensive experience managing organizations, teams, 
finances, operations, youth and adult educational 
programs, and strategic planning. Melissa holds an 
MPA from Seattle University and lives in Seattle with 
her incredibly active preschooler.

MEGHAN WAGNER, PHARMD, MBA
Health Scientist Administrator, 
Pharmacy Outcomes Research
Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
	ö Meghan.Wagner@ahrq.hhs.gov
	ö 301-427-1307

Meghan Wagner is a Health Scientist in Pharmacy 
Outcomes Research at the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, part of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. Dr. Wagner received her 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy and MBA in Healthcare 
Administration from Johns Hopkins University. Prior 
to joining AHRQ, Dr. Wagner practiced for a decade in 
top-ranking academic hospitals and health systems. 
Serving in a variety of positions, she provided care 
to patients, led medication-use policy initiatives, and 
oversaw clinical research pharmacy operations.

NICOLE G. WEISKOPF, PHD
Associate Professor
Division of Informatics, Clinical Epidemiology  
and Translational Data Science 
Department of Medicine,  
Oregon Health & Science University
	ö weiskopf@ohsu.edu
	ö 347-216-0520

Dr. Weiskopf is Associate Professor of Informatics, 
Clinical Epidemiology, and Translational Data Science 
at Oregon Health & Science University. She earned 
her PhD in Biomedical Informatics from Columbia 
University, and joined the faculty of OHSU in 2014. 
Her research is on methodology to enable the reuse 
of real world data for clinical research, patient care, 
and health equity. Much of her focus is on electronic 
health record data quality, bias, and approaches to 
detect and mitigate threats to internal and external 
validity.
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GREGORY YANDL, MBA
Director, Post-Award Financial Services	
Office of Sponsored Projects, Providence-Swedish
	ö gregory.yandl@providence.org
	ö 360-726-2156

Greg Yandl joined the NWABR Board of Directors 
in 2018, shortly after starting as the Director of 
Research Finance for the Swedish Center for Research 
Innovation, the research arm of Swedish Hospital. 
In 2020, Greg helped create the Office of Sponsored 
Projects for Providence Health & Services, which 
includes Swedish amongst its affiliates. In this role, 
Greg supports more than 2000 clinical trials, several 
hundred federal grants, and oversees the division’s 
accounting and grant administration functions. Prior 
to joining Swedish, Greg worked at the Washington 
National Primate Research Center where he was the 
Associate Director of Finance. During his tenure at 
Seattle Children’s Research Institute, Greg helped 
develop a Predictive Analytics Program as a Program 
Manager, and also negotiated research agreements 
as a Sponsored Projects Officer.

Greg is a Seattle native, who left town briefly to earn 
his B.A. at Gonzaga, and serve in the U.S. Peace 
Corps. Greg also has an MBA with a leadership 
specialization from Seattle University. He enjoys 
outdoor activities such as white water rafting, and 
basking in the Seattle Summers with his two children.

WEICHAO YUWEN, PHD, RN
Associate Professor
School of Nursing & Healthcare Leadership, 
University of Washington Tacoma
	ö wyuwen@uw.edu
	ö 253-492-4478

Weichao Yuwen is an associate professor in the 
School of Nursing & Healthcare Leadership at the 
University of Washington Tacoma and co-director 
of the Responsible Health AI Lab (RHAIL). Yuwen’s 
scholarship focuses on developing technology-
enabled solutions to promote health among 
individuals, families, and communities. She has led 
projects in developing, testing, and disseminating 
technology-enabled health solutions in multiple 
languages to increase access to tailored symptom 
self- and family-management support in people with 
chronic health conditions and their families. 




