NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH

2026 IBC & IACUC
Conferences

SEPTEMBER 15 SEPTEMBER 16 LOCATION

IBC Conference IACUC Conference Seattle Chil



Thank you to our

HOSTING PARTNER

&

Seattle Children’s’

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



PROGRAM GUIDE

Table of Contents

04 Message from the NWABR Board President

06 IBC Conference Agenda Overview - September 15

07 IACUC Conference Agenda Overview - September 16

08 NWABR Member Institutions

]2 IBC Detailed Agenda - September 15

NWABR - 2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES

16

21

22

28

IACUC Detailed Agenda - September 16
The Biomedical Commons &
The World Biomedical Congress

Speaker Bios

Steering Committees & NWABR Board and Team



WELCOME

A Message from Our Board President

Biomedical research thrives when rigor and public trust move forward together.
This year's conferences invite us to listen, question, and lead — as one regional
community.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research Conference Steering Commiittees, itis a
pleasure for me to welcome you to NWABR’'s annual IBC and IACUC Conferences. These conferences convey the critical role of
collaboration not just between elements of the research community, but also relationships with the public communities and the
awesome purpose we serve.

We are seeing new kinds of research and research challenges with new uncertainty, new rules, new procedures, new people and
constantly new vulnerabilities. These conferences deliberately look to the future to see how the intertwined work of IBC and IACUC can
continue to ensure research integrity, and protections for research participants and staff. There is no doubt that the work we oversee
will be instrumental in helping the world to rally to a new and hopeful position on research and health. Today we connect stakeholders
from nonprofit, private and public entities who are concerned with animal care, ethical research, research with human participants
and the protection of excellence of institutional research programs. We think that inspiring a more effective and high-quality culture of
compliance supports the goal of moving critical research forward in human health and animal health.

NWABR - 2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES



A Message from Our Board President cont.

This conference series was created to offer a practical overview for new IBC and IACUC members, biomedical community
members and researchers, and to also generate an enriched understanding of responsibilities for seasoned professionals. We
encourage networking and discussion, as the conferences consider laws, regulations, standards, policies and strategies
impacting IBC and IACUC responsibilities. We hope the subject experts you meet will provide knowledge, resources and a
greater network of support, options and solutions. The IBC and IACUC conferences provide support for the longterm core
strategy at NWABR that includes several annual conferences promoting shared knowledge and peer engagement. Fostering
community among institutions and stakeholders is a core component of our mission to promote the public’s trust in
biomedical research, and its ethical conduct.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank our platinum sponsor, the University of Washington; our hosting sponsor, Seattle
Children’s Research Institute; and our other sponsors and event partners for their generous support. We also have an
impressive group of talented presenters bringing their expertise to the podium and panels. We are honored that each of you
has chosen to participate. We hope that discussing best practices and the other exchanges will directly help your daily work.
Finally, please let NWABR know if we can do anything to further support this vital work. NWABR is a membership association
and it is the comments and suggestions from you, our key stakeholders, that enable us to continue to improve as an
organization serving this vital community.

Board President, Northwest Association for Biomedical Research
AVP, Shared Resources & Attending Veteranarian, Comparative Medicine at Fred Hutch Cancer Center
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SEPTEMBER 15 - IBC Conference

IBC Agenda Overview

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
8:30 Welcome Remarks Melissa Tribelhorn, MPA (NWABR)
8:45 The IBC and Occupational Health: Responsibilities, Challenges, and Strategies Susan B. Harper, DVM, MS, DACLAM, DACVPM, RBP, CBSP (Private Consultant)
9:45 Break )
10:00 Navigating Regulatory Uncertainty in Institutional Biosafety: What to Watch, Sherry S. Bohn, PhD, MSL, CBSP (U of Maryland, Baltimore & ABSA Immediate Past President)
What to Do, and How to Prepar
11:00 Guidelines needed for the role of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and robotics in Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, SM(NRCM), CBSP (Advarra)
biohazardous research
12:15 Lunch )
1:30 IBC Oversight of Rapidly Advancing Science in Clinical Settings Christopher Doyle, PhD (WCG)
2:30 An Overview of NIH Guidelines Paul Meechan, Ph.D, MPH, RBP, CBSP(ABSA)
3:45 How in Vivo Generated CAR T Cells and in Vivo Gene Editing Will Affect Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, SM(NRCM), CBSP (Advarra)
Oncology, Autoimmunity, and Rare Disease Research
4:45 Closing Remarks & Happy Hour -

NWABR
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SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC CONFERENCE

IACUC Agenda Overview

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
Cynthia Pekow, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA (VA of the Puget Sound)
7:30 Pre-Session: "Why are You Here?": A History of the IACUC & IACUC Basics Shannon Ramsey (Allen Institute)
Heather Sidener, DVM, DACLAM (VA of Portland)
9:15 Welcome Remarks Melissa Tribelhorn, MPA (NWABR)
9:30 Keynote: Achieving Non-Invasive Lithotripsy and Clearing with Break Wave & Yak-Nam Wang, PhD (University of Washington)
: Stone Clear
10:30 Break )
on ye . .« e Joanne Morris, MS, DVM, DACLAM (Mass General Brigham/Harvard)
: Panel: Building a High Functioning IACUC
10:45 g g g Kathleen Cullen (Johns Hopkins University)
Anne Clancy, PhD (Mass General Hospital)
Rebecca Sammak, DVM, DACLAM (Ntnl Biomedical Research Inst., UC Davis)
1M:45 Lunch -
1:00 Let's Talk: Meaningful Conversations Between IACUC Members and the Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG (AAALAC International)
AAALAC Site Visitor Team
2:00 Al and the IACUC: Practical Opportunities, Real Risks, and Questions We Adam New-Waterson (Embryonic Stem Cell Research Oversight, Allen Institute)
Should Be Asking Lan Guo, PhD (Dartmouth)
3:00 Break -
3:15 Mock IACUC Moderator: Shannon Ramsey (Allen Institute)
Chair/PI: Norman Peterson (BioVetality)
Vet: Heather Sidener, DVM, DACLAM (VA of Portland)
Scientist: Jourdan Brune, DVM, DACLAM (UW)
Unaffiliated Community Member: Adam New-Waterson (Allen Institute)
AAALAC rep: Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG (AAALAC International)
4:15 Innovations that Make the 3Rs a Reality: Need-to-Know Updates for IACUC Norman Peterson, DVM, PhD, DACLAM (Biovetality)
Members and Administrators lan Levine, MA (ModernVivo)
Anthony English, PhD (BioSyft, Inc.)
5:00 Closing Remarks & Happy Hour -

NWABR
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COMMUNITY

NWABR Member Institutions

Our membership spans research universities, hospitals, biotech companies, and non-profits across the region —
a diverse community advancing biomedical science and public trust.

PLATINUM MEMBER

Find more info about our members here
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https://www.nwabr.org/member-center/our-members
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COMMUNITY

NWABR Member Institutions

Our membership spans research universities, hospitals, biotech companies, and non-profits across the region —
a diverse community advancing biomedical science and public trust.

BRONZE MEMBERS

ALLEN INSTITUTE
ANDY HILL CARE FUND
ARCORA: THE FOUNDATION OF DELTA DENTAL OF WASHINGTON
BIOVETALITY
KAISER PERMANENTE
MEDIX
PHRMA
PFIZER
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
VA OF THE PUGET SOUND

Find more info about our members here
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COMMUNITY

NWABR Member Institutions

Our membership spans research universities, hospitals, biotech companies, and non-profits across the region —
a diverse community advancing biomedical science and public trust.

PARTNER MEMBERS

BIO ISAC
NW RARE DISEASE COALITION
WACCRA
WASHINGTON GLOBAL HEALTH ALLIANCE

VENDOR MEMBERS

SAGE BIONETWORKS
TECH SOFTWARE

Find more info about our members here
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https://www.nwabr.org/member-center/our-members

SEPTEMBER 15 - IBC

IBC Agenda — Morning Sessions

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION OVERVIEW

8:30 Welcome Remarks Melissa Tribelhorn, MPA
Executive Director
NW Association for Biomedical Research

8:45 The IBC and Occupationql Health: Susan B. Harper, DVM, MS, DACLAM, DACVPM, RBP, CBSP Occupational health is an essential component of effective biosafety
Responsibilities, Challenges, and Strategies Private Consultant oversight, yet its role in Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)

decision-making is often underdeveloped. This session will examine
how IBCs and occupational health programs can work together to
identify personnel-specific risks, align medical surveillance with
containment decisions, and strengthen exposure prevention and
response. The presentation will highlight common program gaps,
clarify responsibilities among the IBC, occupational health,
biosafety, and research personnel, and provide practical strategies
for improving oversight, accountability, and program effectiveness.

9:45 Break

NWABR - 2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES



SEPTEMBER 15 - IBC

IBC Agenda — Morning Sessions

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKER & AFFILIATION

OVERVIEW

10:00

11:00

12:15

NWABR

Navigating Regulatory Uncertainty
in Institutional Biosafety:
What to Watch, What to Do, and How to Prepare

Guidelines needed for the role of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and robotics
in biohazardous research

Lunch

2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES

Sherry S. Bohn, PhD, MSL, CBSP (ABSA)
Executive Director, Environmental Health & Safety Operations
University of Maryland, Baltimore

Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, SM(NRCM), CBSP
Executive Director
Biosafety Services, Advarra

This session will explore the current and emerging sources of
regulatory uncertainty affecting Institutional Biosafety Committees,
including NIH modernization efforts and shifting federal
expectations. Participants will gain practical insight into how
institutions can monitor changes, anticipate impacts, and position
their programs to remain both compliant and resilient. Emphasis
will be placed on decision-making under uncertainty,
communication with stakeholders, and strategies that scale across
institutions of varying size and complexity.

Artificial intelligence (Al) and robotics have advanced to the point of
serving as useful tools in biomedical research, including research
involving biohazardous materials. This presentation will explore
ethical issues involving the use of Al in writing research proposals,
conducting laboratory experiments and writing IBC applications.

The NIH's biosafety modernization should include guidelines / policy
explicitly stating IBC oversight extends to Al controlled laboratory
robots performing experimental procedures involving biohazardous
materials. Some have proposed the use of robotics in high
containment labs as a means of avoiding occupational exposure
risks. This presentation will also provide suggestions for updating
IBC procedures and membership to provide oversight over research
use of Al, robotics, and associated cybersecurity issues.



SEPTEMBER 15 - IBC

IBC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions

TIME

OVERVIEW

1:30

2:30

3:30

NWABR

SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
IBC Oversight of Rapidly Advancing Science Christopher Doyle, PhD
in Clinical Settings Sr. Director, IBC Services
WCG
An Overview of NIH Guidelines & Requirements Paul Meechan, Ph.D, MPH, RBP, CBSP(ABSA)
Consultant
Break

2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES

Recent advances in biomedical science are reshaping clinical
research and challenging traditional biosafety oversight
frameworks. Emerging technologies, including xenotransplantation,
genome editing, and cell therapies derived from engineered stem
cells, raise complex questions about risk assessment, containment,
and institutional responsibility. Institutional biosafety committees
(IBCs), originally established to oversee research with recombinant
DNA, now play an increasingly critical role in evaluating biosafety
risks in clinical settings. This session will examine how IBC oversight
has evolved alongside scientific innovation and explore the unique
biosafety considerations posed by emerging clinical technologies.
Through practical examples, the session will clarify the scope of IBC
review, distinguish IBC responsibilities from those of IRBs and other
oversight bodies, and highlight best practices for effective biosafety
oversight of cutting-edge clinical research.

The NIH Office of Science Policy (OSP) has recently released a
proposed revision of the NIH Guidelines, which will expand the
function of Institutional Biosafety Committees (IBCs) to cover all use
of biological agents at institutions that receive any Federal funds.
The talk will highlight the relevant changes and provide a basis for
the attendees to provide comments back to NIH prior to the review
deadline of 19 October 2026.



SEPTEMBER 15 - IBC

IBC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKER & AFFILIATION

OVERVIEW

3:45

4:45

NWABR

How in Vivo Generated CAR T Cells and
In Vivo Gene Editing Will Affect
Oncology, Autoimmunity, and Rare Disease Research

Closing Remarks

Please join us in the foyer for a hosted Happy Hour.

2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES

Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, SM(NRCM), CBSP
Executive Director
Advarra

Chimeric Antigen Receptor (CAR) T cells have been game-changing
immunotherapy for B cell mediated leukemia and lymphoma.
Recently, use of CAR T cells in various autoimmune conditions has
generated strong efficacy and safety data, with the first FDA
approval expected in 2026. However, only about 20% of patients
eligible for CAR T cell therapies are able to receive them due to cost
and access to large medical centers. In vivo generated CAR T cells
are expected to dramatically improve cost and accessibility but may
also be associated with added risks to patients and the research
staff.

In vivo gene editing aims to provide a paradigm shift in treatment
of rare diseases, highlighted by the recent success with Baby KJ
Muldoon. The FDA is creating programs and fast track designations
to facilitate review of this type of research.

This presentation will introduce these new therapies as well as
summarize their risks and benefits to patients.



SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC

IACUC Agenda — Pre-Session

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION OVERVIEW
7:30 Pre-Session: Cynthia Pekow, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA 1. This session will provide an overview of what IACUC members
"Why are You Here?" - Chief, Veterinary Medical Unit need to know about the laws and regulations governing the use of
A History of the IACUC & IACUC Basics VA - Puget Sound Health Care System animals in research. Topics will include: determining what laws
pertain to research with animals/species and funding sources; who
Shannon Ramsey enforces the laws and accredits facilities; the purpose and role of
Senior Manager, Research Compliance IACUC; the roles of the various committee members; and, where to
Allen Institute find good resources.
Heather Sidener, DVM, DACLAM 2. IACUCs have a responsibility to undertake facility inspections to
Attending Veterinarian & Veterinary Medical Officer ensure ongoing program compliance and the highest standards of
VA - Portland animal care. This session will overview all aspects of facility reviews

and site visits, including review of the entire care and use program.
A focus of the session will be ways in which committees can work
with researchers, veterinarians and animal techs to enhance
research and animal care programs.

3. During this session, faculty will cover the aspects a committee
needs to consider as part of the review process, including:
understanding why the research is being done and what will
happen to the animals from start to finish; the intersections with
other committees (e.g., IBC); the roles of committee members; and
formal protocol review processes. This session will also review
designated member review, conflicts of interest, and post-approval
monitoring.

9:00 Break/General Check-in Continues

NWABR - 2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES



SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC

IACUC Agenda — Morning Sessions

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION OVERVIEW
9:15 Welcome Remarks Melissa Tribelhorn, MPA
Executive Director
NW Association for Biomedical Research
9:30 Keynote: Yak-Nam Wang, Ph.D Dr Yak-Nam Wang is a Principal Research Scientist Engineer at the
Achieving Non-Invasive Lithotripsy and Principal Research Scientist Engineer Center for Industrial and Medical Ultrasound, Applied Physics
Clearing with Break Wave & Stone Clear Center for Industrial and Medical Ultrasound, Laboratory, University of Washington, where she has spent over two
Applied Physics Laboratory, decades advancing the translation of therapeutic ultrasound
University of Washington technologies from bench to bedside, including the preclinical
studies behind Burst Wave Lithotripsy and Ultrasonic Propulsion.
Her broader research programme spans histotripsy bioeffects, non-
invasive abscess and tumour treatment, and ultrasound-enhanced
drug delivery.
10:30 Break

NWABR
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SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC

IACUC Agenda — Morning Sessions

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKER & AFFILIATION

OVERVIEW

10:45

11:45

NWABR

Panel: Building a High Functioning IACUC

Lunch

2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES

Anne Clancy, PhD
Director, Office of Animal Welfare Assurance
Mass General Hospital

Kathleen Cullen
Professor
Johns Hopkins University

Joanne Morris, MS, DVM, DACLAM
Assistant Director, Veterinary Services
Mass General Brigham/Harvard

Rebecca Sammak, DVM, DACLAM
Senior Veterinarian

National Biomedical Research Institute,
University of California Davis

A high-functioning IACUC must do more than satisfy regulatory
requirements; it must support animal welfare, sound science,
consistent decision-making, and effective institutional collaboration.
In this panel discussion, experienced IACUC professionals will
examine how governance, committee composition, institutional
support, and diverse expertise influence committee performance.

Panelists will discuss approaches to self-assessment and
independent evaluation, as well as strategies for improving
protocol-review efficiency without compromising the quality or
integrity of oversight. Attendees will gain practical ideas for
strengthening committee culture, responding constructively to
internal and external feedback, and promoting continuous
improvement within their institutions.



SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC

IACUC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION OVERVIEW
1:00 Let's Talk: Meaningful Conversations Between IACUC Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG Interactions between AAALAC site visitors and IACUC members
Members and the AAALAC Site Visitor Team Member, Council on Accreditation, provide valuable insight into how an oversight program functions
AAALAC International beyond written policies and procedures. This session will discuss the
Founder & President, LabDog Consulting, LLC purpose of these conversations, the types of questions site visitors
AAALAC International commonly ask, and how all committee members, including non-
scientific and nonaffiliated members, can confidently share their
experiences during a site visit.
2:00 Al and the IACUC: Practical Opportunities, Real Risks, Adam New-Waterson, BFA Artificial intelligence is rapidly becoming part of the research
and Questions We Should Be Asking Head of Al ecosystem, but its implications for IACUC oversight are only
Orderly Wellness beginning to emerge. This session explores practical ways Al is
Allen Institute (ESCRO, former IACUCQC) already influencing research administration, protocol development,
University of Washington (IACUC alternate) and committee work while examining ethical, regulatory, and
operational questions IACUCs should begin considering today.
Lan Guo, PhD
Lead Principal Applied Scientist
Oracle
Experimental and Molecular Medicine - Neuroscience,
Dartmouth Medical School
3:00 Break

NWABR
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SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC

IACUC Agenda — Afternoon

Sessions

TIME SESSION SPEAKER & AFFILIATION OVERVIEW
3:15 Mock IACUC Moderator: Shannon Ramsey (Allen) This interactive session places participants in the role of IACUC
Chair & Pl: Norman Peterson, DVM (BioVetality) members as they review and discuss realistic animal care and use
Attending Vet: Heather Sidener, DVM (VA Portland) scenarios. Through a facilitated mock committee meeting,
Scientist: Jourdan Brune, DVM, DACLAM (UW) participants will examine protocol concerns, weigh scientific needs
Nonaffiliated: Adam Wonjo (Allen/UW IACUCS) alongside animal welfare considerations, and practice reaching
AAALAC Rep: Justin McNulty, MLAS (AAALAC) well-supported decisions. The session will highlight effective
committee deliberation, constructive communication, and the
distinct contributions of scientific, veterinary, nonscientific, and
community members. Participants will leave with practical
approaches they can apply to protocol review and committee
discussions at their own institutions.
4:15 Innovations that Make the 3Rs a Reality: Need-to-Know Norman Peterson, DVM, PhD, DACLAM In the last two decades, we have experienced significant
Updates for IACUC Members and Administrators Principal Consultant advancement in technologies that have advanced biomedical
Biovetality research and delivered new treatments for patients. Technological
advancements in both in vitro and in vivo applications have also
lan Levine, MS made a positive impact in the area of 3Rs in preclinical studies.
Co-founder and CEO
ModernVivo In this session, Norman Peterson (Biovetality) will discuss how
microphysiological systems ecosystem is shaping the context
Anthony English, PhD around toxicological studies. Increasing reproducibility or selecting
Founder & CEO the best methodologies to perform in vivo studies, using the
BioSyft, Inc. Modern Vivo application (https://www.modernvivo.com/ ) will be
highlighted by lan Levine. Anthony English will describe how Biosyft
(https://biosyft.io/) is advancing mouse behavioral studies as a
5:00 Closing Remarks refinement for early detection of disease onset and replacement of
traditional behavioral battery tests.
Join us in the foyer for a hosted Happy Hour
The evolution of these technologies and others illustrate the
importance for IACUC members to be continually made aware of
innovations that are conducive to the 3Rs and advancing science.
N W.ABR 2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES



MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Coming up Next!

The Biomedical Commons

The Biomedical Commons is NWABR's new peer-reviewed digital journal, designed to make rigorous biomedical research
understandable and useful across scientific disciplines and to policymakers, educators, students, and the public. Through

accessible writing, plain-language summaries, and contributor training, it will create a common language for science and
strengthen public trust.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: October 1- November 30, 2026
NWABR FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM LAUNCH - October 2026
JOURNAL VOLUME | LAUNCH - January 2027

World Biomedical Congress

The World Biomedical Congress will bring together researchers, healthcare professionals, students, policymakers, patient
advocates, and community members from across the bench-to-bedside-to-community continuum. Through
multidisciplinary presentations, student engagement, community engagement focused roundtables, and actionable white
papers on policy, the Congress will turn dialogue into stronger understanding, collaboration, and public impact.

NWABR - 2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES



FACULTY

Speaker Bios

Sherry S. Bohn, PhD, MSL, CBSP (ABSA)

Executive Director, Environmental Health & Safety Operations

University of Maryland, Baltimore
sbohn@umaryland.edu | 703-909-2316

Sherry S. Bohn is the Executive Director of Environmental Health & Safety
Operations at the University of Maryland, Baltimore, where they oversee
institution-wide programs supporting research, clinical, and academic
environments. With a background spanning biosafety, occupational health, and
regulatory compliance, Sherry has extensive experience navigating complex and
evolving regulatory landscapes. They previously served as President of ABSA
International and remain actively engaged in national conversations on biosafety
modernization and research oversight. Sherry is known for a pragmatic, service-
oriented leadership style and for translating regulatory uncertainty into
actionable strategies for institutions.

Anne Clancy, PhD

Director, Office of Animal Welfare Assurance

Mass General Hospital
ACLANCYl@mgh.harvard.edu

Anne Clancy, PhD, is the Director, Animal Welfare Assurance at Masschusetts
General Hospital Research Institute. She obtained her PhD in Microbiology and
Immunology in 1998 from the University of Rochester, Rochester NY and pursued
post-doctoral work as a Research Scientist at Seattle Children's Research
Institute until 2006. She transitioned into Research Administration at Seattle
Children's, focusing first on human and then animal research regulation. Anne
was the the Manager, Office of Institutional Assurances and IACUC Chair until
2014 when she moved to become the Director, Animal Welfare Assurance at
MGH. Anne's focus is process improvement and promoting transparency,
efficiency and compliance through partnership in the MGH animal care and use
program.

NWABR - 2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES

Kathleen Cullen

Professor

Johns Hopkins University
kathleen.cullen@jhu.edu

Kathleen Cullen is the Raj and Neera Singh Professor of Biomedical Engineering,
and professor of Neuroscience and Otolaryngology. She is also the Director of the
Johns Hopkins Center for Hearing and Balance and founded the Systems
Neuroscience and Neuroengineering Laboratory (SNNL). Her lab employs
innovative computational and neurophysiological methodologies to advance our
understanding of how the brain encodes and integrates self-motion information,
with a focus on translating this knowledge into clinical applications such as
neural prosthetics.

Dr. Cullen also currently serves as President of the Society for the Neural Control
of Movement and on NASA's Decadal Survey steering committee. She is
dedicated to improving diversity in science and has been active on the Scientific
Advisory Board of the National Space Biomedical Research Institute. Dr. Cullen is
a Section Editor for Neuroscience and Deputy Editor (NeuroEngineering) of
Biomedical Engineering Frontiers. She has served on editorial boards of several
prestigious journals and has given over 250 national and international lectures.
Additionally, she has been a domain expert for media sources like The
Washington Post, Scientific American, CNN, and NPR.

Dr. Cullen received a bachelor's degree in Biomedical Engineering and
Neuroscience from Brown University and a PhD in Neuroscience from the
University of Chicago. After doctoral studies, Dr. Cullen was a Fellow at the
Montreal Neurological Institute in the Department of Neurology and
Neurosurgery. In 1994, Dr. Cullen became an assistant professor in the
Department of Physiology at McGill University, with appointments in Biomedical
Engineering, Neuroscience, and Otolaryngology. In 2002, Cullen was appointed a
William Dawson Chair in recognition of her work in Systems Neuroscience /
Neural Engineering and served as Director of McGill's Aerospace Medical
Research Unit. Dr. Cullen joined Johns Hopkins BME faculty in 2016.



FACULTY

Speaker Bios

Christopher Doyle, PhD

Sr. Director, IBC Services
WCG Clinical

cdoyle@wcgclinical.com | 360-570-1386

Christopher Doyle, Ph.D., senior director of IBC Services at WCG, works with
research sites, sponsors, and CROs to ensure human gene transfer clinical trials
are conducted safely and efficiently. Prior to joining WCG in early 2018, Chris was
a research fellow at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, where he explored
mechanisms of antibody activity against Streptococcus pneumoniae.

Chris received his BA in Biology from Assumption College in 2008 and his Ph.D.
in Molecular Genetics and Microbiology from Stony Brook University in 2014,
where he studied the pathogenesis of Francisella tularensis in a high
containment Biosafety Level 3 [aboratory. Chris sits on the board of directors for
the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research (NWABR), serves as an ad-
hoc peer reviewer for Infection and Immmunity, mBio, and Microbiology Spectrum,
and is a member of the American Society for Microbiology (ASM) and the
American Biological Safety Association (ABSA).

NWABR - 2026.BC & IACUC CONFERENCES

Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, SM(NRCM), CBSP

Executive Director
Biosafety Services, Advarra

daniel.eisenman@advarra.com | 919-287-4944

Prior to joining Advarra, Daniel Eisenman served as Biosafety Officer at UNC
Chapel Hill and the Medical University of South Carolina. Eisenman holds a PhD
in Molecular Biology and Immunology from Augusta University, as well as various
professional certifications in biological safety, including the Registered Biological
Safety Professional (RBP) and Certified Biological Safety Professional (CBSP)
certifications through the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA) and as a
Specialist Microbiologist in Biological Safety (SM(NRCM)) through the American
Society for Microbiology (ASM) National Registry of Certified Microbiologists
(NRCM). He is also a devoted longtime educator, having taught microbiology at
the undergraduate and graduate levels. Eisenman currently serves on the ABSA
Owned Course Committee, serves on the Editorial Board of the Journal for
Applied Biosafety, and is a regular speaker at clinical research conferences.

Anthony English, PhD

Founder & CEO

BioSyft, Inc.

anthony.english@biosyft.io | 614-842-3214

Anthony English, PhD, is a pharmacologist and entrepreneur with expertise in
behavioral neuroscience, preclinical drug development, and quantitative analysis
of animal behavior. He earned his PhD in Pharmacology from the University of
Washington, where his research focused on the neurobiological and behavioral
effects of cannabinoids and the development of advanced methods for
behavioral phenotyping. As CEO of BioSyft Inc., he leads the development of Al-
based technologies that automate and standardize behavioral assessment in
laboratory animals, with the goal of improving rigor, reproducibility, and
efficiency in preclinical research. His expertise spans rodent behavioral models,
pharmacology, experimental design, video-based behavioral analysis, machine
learning, and the development and validation of research technologies. Through
his work with academic, biotechnology, and pharmaceutical research groups, Dr.
English focuses on translating emerging computational tools into practical
approaches that can improve the quality and welfare of animal-based research.



FACULTY

Speaker Bios

Lan Guo, PhD

Lead Principal Applied Scientist

Oracle

Experimental and Molecular Medicine - Neuroscience,
Dartmouth Medical School

lan.guol4@gmail.com

Lan Guo, PhD leads Al-for-Science product development, building technology
that brings machine learning into drug discovery and biomedical research.
Trained as an experimental neuroscientist at Dartmouth, Stanford, and the
University of Oregon, she has spent the past decade applying statistics, deep
learning, large language models, and biological foundation models to
therapeutic R&D — including cell therapy for oncology and autoimmune disease,
RNA-editing gene therapy, and antibody design. She has been the first data
science hire at three biotech companies and has led scientific development of an
Al-driven drug discovery platform. She holds several patents on machine-

lan Levine, MS
Co-founder and CEO

ModernVivo
ian@modernvivo.com

lan Levine holds a B.S. in Experimental Neuroscience from Virginia Tech, where
his research centered on developing novel non-opioid pain therapeutics, and an
M.S. in Pharmacology from the University of Michigan, where he developed
computational methods to design clinically relevant in vivo models of breast
cancer metastasis to bone. He is the co-founder and CEO of ModernVivo, a
Seattle-based, venture-backed startup whose literature intelligence platform
analyzes millions of peer-reviewed publications so preclinical researchers can
identify relevant in vivo models, extract detailed protocol conditions, and cross-
reference findings against clinical trial and regulatory guidance.
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Susan B. Harper, DVM, MS, DACLAM, DACVPM,
RBP, CBSP

Private Consultant

sharperdvm@gmail.com

Dr. Susan Harper earned her undergraduate degree in agriculture from West
Virginia University and her DVM from Louisiana State University. Following
graduation, she worked in large animal practice for several years before enrolling
in a post-doctoral residency and masters program in comparative medicine at
the Penn State University College of Medicine. She served on the Penn State
faculty for 2 years, before accepting a position with the U.S. Federal Government
and worked at several different Departments and Agencies throughout her
federal career. She is currently working as a private consultant.

Dr. Harper is a diplomate in the American College of Laboratory Animal
Medicine (ACLAM) and the American College of Veterinary Preventative
Medicine (ACVPM) and a Registered Biosafety Professional (RBP) and Certified
Biosafety Professional (CBSP) through the American Biological Safety
Association (ABSA). In addition, she is an active member of numerous
professional veterinary and safety organizations, serving on the AAALAC
International Council and as a site visitor for the AVMA Council on Education.
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Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG

Member, Council on Accreditation
AAALAC International
Founder & President, LabDog Consulting, LLC

justinmcnulty@gmail.com

Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG, is an Independent Consultant. Mr.
McNulty has over 25 years of experience in laboratory animal sciences, including
the management of animal care and use programs, compliance programs for
recombinant DNA and biosafety research, and software solutions for research
compliance. Mr. McNulty received his master's degree in laboratory animal
science from Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. McNulty is an
active member of the American Society of Primatologists and currently serves as
a member of the Board of Trustees for the Scientist Center for Animal Welfare
(SCAW) and for The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens. He currently serves on the
AAALAC International Council on Accreditation.

Paul Meechan, Ph.D, MPH, RBP, CBSP(ABSA)

Consultant
meechpa@gmail.com | 404-801-7028

Paul is currently a biosafety consultant, providing guidance and training to a
number academic and government institutions regarding safe containment
practices. He has over 30 years' experience in the field, including positions at the
CDC and Merck and Co., Inc. He was also the CDC editor for the 6th edition of the
NIH/CDC manual Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories. Paul
has served as President of ABSA International and holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Rochester.
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Joanne Morris, MS, DVM, DACLAM

Assistant Director, Veterinary Services
Mass General Brigham/Harvard

jmorrisé @mgh.harvard.edu

Joanne Morris, DVM DACLAM; Senior Clinical Veterinarian, Massachusetts
General Hospital. Joanne earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Science
from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and a Master in Science focusing
on health of pigs and cattle at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville Arkansas.
After completing her masters she received her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine
from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Following veterinary
school she completed a residency in Laboratory Animal Medicine at
GlaxoSmithKline pharmaceutical company and remained on the clinical
veterinary staff. In January 2008 she joined the Center for Comparative Medicine
at Massachusetts General Hospital as a clinical veterinarian and earned
diplomate status in the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine in 2010.

Adam New-Waterson, BFA

Head of Al

Orderly Wellness

Allen Institute (ESCRO, former IACUC)
University of Washington (IACUC alternate)

cheerful@outlook.com

Adam New-Waterson leads a team of Al Engineers who produce in-house
technology for the Orderly Wellness family of brands. OWC is a vertically
integrated direct-to-consumer medicine company. In his spare time, Adam
volunteers as a community member for IACUCs and ESCRO, Food Lifeline food
bank, and mentors LGBTQIA+ startup CEOs. Formerly, he taught environmental
education at gardens including Shark Garden in Burien, and several elementary
schools in Atlanta. Prior to pivoting into Al Engineering, Adam was a Silicon
Valley Chief Marketing Officer for entirely too many tech companies.
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Cynthia Pekow, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA

Chief, Veterinary Medical Unit

VA - Puget Sound Health Care System

cpekow@uw.edu | (206) 764-2448

Cynthia Pekow, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA is Chief of the Veterinary Medical Unit at
the VA Puget Sound Health Care System, since 1991. Her veterinary career began
in small animal practice, followed by residency training in laboratory animal
medicine at the University of Washington (UW). She is a Clinical Associate
Professor in the UW Department of Comparative Medicine, a diplomate of the
American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine, and a Certified Professional
IACUC Administrator. In 2003 she served as President of the American
Association for Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS). She is a past board member
of the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research. She currently serves as
President for the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS),
and as a Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors for AAALAC, International. Dr.
Pekow is a former Board Member of NWABR.

Shannon Ramsey

Senior Manager, Research Compliance
Allen Institute

shannonr@alleninstitute.org

Norman Peterson, DVM, PhD, DACLAM

Principal Consultant
Biovetality

ncpdvmphd@gmail.com

A veteran of academia and the pharmaceutical industry, Norman Peterson is the
founder of Biovetality. He earned B.S., M.S,, and D.V.M degrees from the
University of lllinois before completing specialized residency training in
nonhuman primates at Wake Forest University. He continued his advanced
education at the University of Pennsylvania, completing a laboratory animal
residency and a Ph.D. in comparative medicine.

Dr. Peterson's career began in academia as an Assistant Professor at the Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine, where he cultivated his interest in cancer biology
and pain biomarkers. He later transitioned to the biotechnology industry,
spending 15 years at Medimmune/AstraZeneca. Afterward, he moved to the
Pacific Northwest to help build an animal resource and investigative toxicology
program for Seagen/Pfizer.

Shannon Ramsey began working in biomedical research in 2004. In 2005, she became the IACUC Administrator for an
industry CRO. In 2013, she joined the Allen Institute in Seattle, WA and is currently the Senior Program Manager Research
Compliance. In this role, she has responsinilities for IACUC, IBC, and Human Research Protections Administrator. She has a BA
in history from the Evergreen State College, and is a Certified Professional IACUC Administrator and a Registered Laboratory

Animal Technician.

Ms. Ramsey is a member of the board of the Northwest Association of Biomedical
Research, and has served on the planning committee for NWABR's IACUC Conference
since 2007 and its IBC Conference since 2015. She is a member of Public Responsibility in
Medicine and Research and the American Association of Laboratory Animal Science.
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Rebecca Sammak, DVM, DACLAM

Senior Veterinarian
National Biomedial Research Institute,
University of California Davis

Rilsammak@ucdavis.edu

Rebecca Sammak is an experienced lab animal veterinarian with a focus on
nonhuman primate clinical care and research support. She trains veterinary
residents and veterinary students on clinical care of nonhuman primates and
clinical research to refine animal care. Rebecca also collaborates on infectious
disease research projects for models that have clinically evident disease in ABLS2
and ABSL3 environments.

Heather Sidener, DVM, DACLAM

Attending Veterinarian & Veterinary Medical Officer
VA - Portland
heather.sidener@va.gov

Dr. Heather Sidener is the Attending Veterinarian and Veterinary Medical Officer
for the Portland VA. After years of working in primate medicine, she made the
jump back to mixed lab animal work in 2025 and loves supporting the many
rodents and rodent Pls helping veterans and the public benefit from the many
scientific breakthroughs that come from VA research. Public outreach
supporting the value of animal research to both humans and animals is a priority
in her life. She received her DVM from Washington State University in 2000, and
after a short stint in private practice has been a lab animal vet ever since. She's
lived in the Pacific Northwest all her life, moving from Alaska to Seattle and
finally to Portland, which is probably as far south as she'll go. She became a
Diplomate of the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine in 2017.
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Melissa Tribelhorn, MPA

Executive Director, NW Association for Biomedical Research
melissa@nwabr.org | 206-957-3337

Melissa Tribelhorn has dedicated her career to advocating for educational and
healthcare programs that reduce barriers and change lives. As Northwest
Association for Biomedical Research’'s CEO/Executive Director, she advocates for
public trust in science. Her early work with HIV prevention education in sub-
Saharan African grounded her philosophy that social justice and collaborative
leadership are the cornerstones of equitable and sustainable policies and
programs. Melissa's more recent roles in nonprofit management have provided
her with extensive experience managing organizations, teams, finances,
operations, youth and adult educational programs, and strategic planning.
Melissa holds an MPA from Seattle University and lives in the Puget Sound with
her incredibly active first grader.

Yak-Nam Wang, PhD

Principal Research Scientist Engineer

Center for Industrial and Medical Ultrasound, Applied Physics
Laboratory, University of Washington

ynwang@uw.edu

Dr Yak-Nam Wang is a Principal Research Scientist Engineer at the Center for
Industrial and Medical Ultrasound, Applied Physics Laboratory, University of
Washington, where she has spent over two decades advancing the translation of
therapeutic ultrasound technologies from bench to bedside, including the
preclinical studies behind Burst Wave Lithotripsy and Ultrasonic Propulsion. Her
broader research programme spans histotripsy bioeffects, non-invasive abscess
and tumour treatment, and ultrasound-enhanced drug delivery.
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IBC Steering Committee

Lesley Decker (UW)

Chris Doyle (WCQ)

Kristi Kilgore (UW)

Kelly Lawrence (Seattle Children’s)
Zara Llewelyn (UW)

Levi O'Loughlin (WSU)
Shannon Ramsey (Allen)
James Riddle (Advarra)
Gordon Roble (Fred Hutch)
Harjinder Sardar (OHSU)

IACUC Steering Commiittee

Shannon Ramsey (Allen Institute), Co-Chair
Heather Sidener (VA Portland), Co-Chair

Kristi Kilgore (UW)

Kelly Lawrence (Seattle Children’s)
Cindy Pekow (VA Puget Sound)
Norman Peterson (BioVetality)
Gordon Roble (Fred Hutch)

Raj Uthamanthil (Seattle Children’s)
Preston van Hooser (UW)
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Dylan Brown (PhRMA)

Dylan Cole (Medix)

Linda Coleman
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Wendi Russac, Education Manager
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	A Message from Our Board President
	Biomedical research thrives when rigor and public trust move forward together. This year's conferences invite us to listen, question, and lead — as one regional community.
	On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research Conference Steering Committees, it is a pleasure for me to welcome you to NWABR’s annual IBC and IACUC Conferences. These conferences convey the critical role of collaboration not just between elements of the research community, but also relationships with the public communities and the awesome purpose we serve.
	We are seeing new kinds of research and research challenges with new uncertainty, new rules, new procedures, new people and constantly new vulnerabilities. These conferences deliberately look to the future to see how the intertwined work of  IBC and IACUC can continue to ensure research integrity, and protections for research participants and staff. There is no doubt that the work we oversee will be instrumental in helping the world to rally to a new and hopeful position on research and health. Today we connect stakeholders from nonprofit, private and public entities who are concerned with animal care, ethical research, research with human participants and the protection of excellence of institutional research programs. We think that inspiring a more effective and high-quality culture of compliance supports the goal of moving critical research forward in human health and animal health.


	A Message from Our Board President cont.
	This conference series was created to offer a practical overview for new IBC and IACUC members, biomedical community members and researchers, and to also generate an enriched understanding of responsibilities for seasoned professionals. We encourage networking and discussion, as the conferences consider laws, regulations, standards, policies and strategies impacting IBC and IACUC responsibilities. We hope the subject experts you meet will provide knowledge, resources and a greater network of support, options and solutions. The IBC and IACUC conferences provide support for the longterm core strategy at NWABR that includes several annual conferences promoting shared knowledge and peer engagement. Fostering community among institutions and stakeholders is a core component of our mission to promote the public’s trust in biomedical research, and its ethical conduct.
	I would like to take this opportunity to thank our platinum sponsor, the University of Washington; our hosting sponsor, Seattle Children’s Research Institute; and our other sponsors and event partners for their generous support. We also have an impressive group of talented presenters bringing their expertise to the podium and panels. We are honored that each of you has chosen to participate. We hope that discussing best practices and the other exchanges will directly help your daily work. Finally, please let NWABR know if we can do anything to further support this vital work. NWABR is a membership association and it is the comments and suggestions from you, our key stakeholders, that enable us to continue to improve as an organization serving this vital community.
	Gordon Roble, DVM, MBA, DACLAM
	Board President, Northwest Association for Biomedical Research
	AVP, Shared Resources & Attending Veteranarian, Comparative Medicine at Fred Hutch Cancer Center


	SEPTEMBER 15 - IBC Conference

	IBC Agenda Overview
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	8:30
	Welcome Remarks

	8:45
	The IBC and Occupational Health: Responsibilities, Challenges, and Strategies

	9:45
	Break

	10:00
	Navigating Regulatory Uncertainty in Institutional Biosafety: What to Watch, What to Do, and How to Prepar

	11:00
	Guidelines needed for the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and robotics in biohazardous research

	12:15
	Lunch

	1:30
	IBC Oversight of Rapidly Advancing Science in Clinical Settings

	2:30
	An Overview of NIH Guidelines

	3:45
	4:45
	How in Vivo Generated CAR T Cells and in Vivo Gene Editing Will Affect Oncology, Autoimmunity, and Rare Disease Research
	Closing Remarks & Happy Hour
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 16 - IACUC CONFERENCE

	IACUC Agenda Overview
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	7:30
	Pre-Session: "Why are You Here?": A History of the IACUC & IACUC Basics

	9:15
	Welcome Remarks

	9:30
	Keynote: Achieving Non-Invasive Lithotripsy and Clearing with Break Wave & Stone Clear

	10:30
	Break

	10:45
	Panel: Building a High Functioning IACUC

	11:45
	Lunch

	1:00
	Let's Talk: Meaningful Conversations Between IACUC Members and the AAALAC Site Visitor Team

	2:00
	AI and the IACUC: Practical Opportunities, Real Risks, and Questions We Should Be Asking

	3:00
	Break

	3:15
	Mock IACUC
	Vet: Heather Sidener, DVM, DACLAM (VA of Portland)
	Unaffiliated Community Member: Adam New-Waterson (Allen Institute)


	4:15
	Innovations that Make the 3Rs a Reality: Need-to-Know Updates for IACUC Members and Administrators
	Ian Levine, MA (ModernVivo)
	Anthony English, PhD (BioSyft, Inc.)


	5:00
	Closing Remarks & Happy Hour
	COMMUNITY


	NWABR Member Institutions
	Our membership spans research universities, hospitals, biotech companies, and non-profits across the region —
	a diverse community advancing biomedical science and public trust.
	PLATINUM MEMBER
	Find more info about our members here
	COMMUNITY



	NWABR Member Institutions
	SILVER MEMBERS
	GOLD MEMBERS
	Find more info about our members here
	COMMUNITY



	NWABR Member Institutions
	Our membership spans research universities, hospitals, biotech companies, and non-profits across the region —
	a diverse community advancing biomedical science and public trust.
	BRONZE MEMBERS
	ALLEN INSTITUTE
	ANDY HILL CARE FUND
	ARCORA: THE FOUNDATION OF DELTA DENTAL OF WASHINGTON
	BIOVETALITY
	KAISER PERMANENTE
	MEDIX
	PHRMA
	PFIZER
	UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
	VA OF THE PUGET SOUND
	Find more info about our members here
	COMMUNITY




	NWABR Member Institutions
	Our membership spans research universities, hospitals, biotech companies, and non-profits across the region —
	a diverse community advancing biomedical science and public trust.
	PARTNER MEMBERS
	BIO ISAC
	NW RARE DISEASE COALITION
	WACCRA
	WASHINGTON GLOBAL HEALTH ALLIANCE

	VENDOR MEMBERS
	SAGE BIONETWORKS
	TECH SOFTWARE
	Find more info about our members here


	SEPTEMBER 15 · IBC

	IBC Agenda — Morning Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	8:30
	Welcome Remarks

	8:45
	The IBC and Occupational Health:
	Responsibilities, Challenges, and Strategies

	9:45
	Break
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 15 · IBC

	IBC Agenda — Morning Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	10:00
	Navigating Regulatory Uncertainty
	in Institutional Biosafety:
	What to Watch, What to Do, and How to Prepare

	11:00
	Guidelines needed for the role of
	Artificial Intelligence (AI) and robotics
	in biohazardous research

	12:15
	Lunch
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 15 · IBC

	IBC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	1:30
	IBC Oversight of Rapidly Advancing Science
	in Clinical Settings
	WCG


	2:30
	An Overview of NIH Guidelines & Requirements

	3:30
	Break
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 15 · IBC

	IBC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	3:45
	How in Vivo Generated CAR T Cells and
	In Vivo Gene Editing Will Affect
	Oncology, Autoimmunity, and Rare Disease Research

	4:45
	Closing Remarks
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 16 · IACUC

	IACUC Agenda — Pre-Session
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	7:30
	Pre-Session:
	"Why are You Here?" -
	A History of the IACUC & IACUC Basics

	9:00
	Break/General Check-in Continues
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 16 · IACUC

	IACUC Agenda — Morning Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	9:15
	Welcome Remarks

	9:30
	Keynote:
	Achieving Non-Invasive Lithotripsy and
	Clearing with Break Wave & Stone Clear

	10:30
	Break
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 16 · IACUC

	IACUC Agenda — Morning Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	10:45
	Panel: Building a High Functioning IACUC

	11:45
	Lunch
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 16 · IACUC

	IACUC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	1:00
	Let's Talk: Meaningful Conversations Between IACUC Members and the AAALAC Site Visitor Team

	2:00
	AI and the IACUC: Practical Opportunities, Real Risks, and Questions We Should Be Asking

	3:00
	Break
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	SEPTEMBER 16 · IACUC

	IACUC Agenda — Afternoon Sessions
	TIME
	SESSION
	SPEAKER & AFFILIATION
	OVERVIEW
	3:15
	Mock IACUC

	4:15
	Innovations that Make the 3Rs a Reality: Need-to-Know Updates for IACUC Members and Administrators

	5:00
	Closing Remarks
	NWABR  ·  2026 IBC & IACUC CONFERENCES


	MARK YOUR CALENDAR

	Coming up Next!
	FALL 2026
	The Biomedical Commons
	The Biomedical Commons is NWABR’s new peer-reviewed digital journal, designed to make rigorous biomedical research understandable and useful across scientific disciplines and to policymakers, educators, students, and the public. Through accessible writing, plain-language summaries, and contributor training, it will create a common language for science and strengthen public trust.
	OCTOBER 2027
	CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: October 1 - November 30, 2026
	NWABR FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM LAUNCH - October 2026
	JOURNAL VOLUME I LAUNCH - January 2027


	World Biomedical Congress
	The World Biomedical Congress will bring together researchers, healthcare professionals, students, policymakers, patient advocates, and community members from across the bench-to-bedside-to-community continuum. Through multidisciplinary presentations, student engagement, community engagement focused roundtables, and actionable white papers on policy, the Congress will turn dialogue into stronger understanding, collaboration, and public impact.
	FACULTY


	Speaker Bios
	Sherry S. Bohn, PhD, MSL, CBSP (ABSA)
	Executive Director, Environmental Health & Safety Operations
	University of Maryland, Baltimore
	sbohn@umaryland.edu | 703-909-2316
	Sherry S. Bohn is the Executive Director of Environmental Health & Safety Operations at the University of Maryland, Baltimore, where they oversee institution-wide programs supporting research, clinical, and academic environments. With a background spanning biosafety, occupational health, and regulatory compliance, Sherry has extensive experience navigating complex and evolving regulatory landscapes. They previously served as President of ABSA International and remain actively engaged in national conversations on biosafety modernization and research oversight. Sherry is known for a pragmatic, service-oriented leadership style and for translating regulatory uncertainty into actionable strategies for institutions.


	Kathleen Cullen
	Professor
	Johns Hopkins University
	kathleen.cullen@jhu.edu
	Kathleen Cullen is the Raj and Neera Singh Professor of Biomedical Engineering, and professor of Neuroscience and Otolaryngology. She is also the Director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Hearing and Balance and founded the Systems Neuroscience and Neuroengineering Laboratory (SNNL). Her lab employs innovative computational and neurophysiological methodologies to advance our understanding of how the brain encodes and integrates self-motion information, with a focus on translating this knowledge into clinical applications such as neural prosthetics.
	Dr. Cullen also currently serves as President of the Society for the Neural Control of Movement and on NASA’s Decadal Survey steering committee. She is dedicated to improving diversity in science and has been active on the Scientific Advisory Board of the National Space Biomedical Research Institute. Dr. Cullen is a Section Editor for Neuroscience and Deputy Editor (NeuroEngineering) of Biomedical Engineering Frontiers. She has served on editorial boards of several prestigious journals and has given over 250 national and international lectures. Additionally, she has been a domain expert for media sources like The Washington Post, Scientific American, CNN, and NPR.
	Dr. Cullen received a bachelor’s degree in Biomedical Engineering and Neuroscience from Brown University and a PhD in Neuroscience from the University of Chicago. After doctoral studies, Dr. Cullen was a Fellow at the Montreal Neurological Institute in the Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery. In 1994, Dr. Cullen became an assistant professor in the Department of Physiology at McGill University, with appointments in Biomedical Engineering, Neuroscience, and Otolaryngology. In 2002, Cullen was appointed a William Dawson Chair in recognition of her work in Systems Neuroscience / Neural Engineering and served as Director of McGill’s Aerospace Medical Research Unit. Dr. Cullen joined Johns Hopkins BME faculty in 2016.


	Anne Clancy, PhD
	Director, Office of Animal Welfare Assurance
	Mass General Hospital
	ACLANCY1@mgh.harvard.edu
	Anne Clancy, PhD, is the Director, Animal Welfare Assurance at Masschusetts General Hospital Research Institute. She obtained her PhD in Microbiology and Immunology in 1998 from the University of Rochester, Rochester NY and pursued post-doctoral work as a Research Scientist at Seattle Children's Research Institute until 2006. She transitioned into Research Administration at Seattle Children's, focusing first on human and then animal research regulation. Anne was the the Manager, Office of Institutional Assurances and IACUC Chair until 2014 when she moved to become the Director, Animal Welfare Assurance at MGH. Anne's focus is process improvement and promoting transparency, efficiency and compliance through partnership in the MGH animal care and use program.


	Daniel Eisenman, PhD, RBP, SM(NRCM), CBSP
	Executive Director
	Biosafety Services, Advarra
	daniel.eisenman@advarra.com | 919-287-4944
	Prior to joining Advarra, Daniel Eisenman served as Biosafety Officer at UNC Chapel Hill and the Medical University of South Carolina. Eisenman holds a PhD in Molecular Biology and Immunology from Augusta University, as well as various professional certifications in biological safety, including the Registered Biological Safety Professional (RBP) and Certified Biological Safety Professional (CBSP) certifications through the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA) and as a Specialist Microbiologist in Biological Safety (SM(NRCM)) through the American Society for Microbiology (ASM) National Registry of Certified Microbiologists (NRCM). He is also a devoted longtime educator, having taught microbiology at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Eisenman currently serves on the ABSA Owned Course Committee, serves on the Editorial Board of the Journal for Applied Biosafety, and is a regular speaker at clinical research conferences.
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	Speaker Bios
	Christopher Doyle, PhD
	Sr. Director, IBC Services
	WCG Clinical
	cdoyle@wcgclinical.com | 360-570-1386
	Christopher Doyle, Ph.D., senior director of IBC Services at WCG, works with research sites, sponsors, and CROs to ensure human gene transfer clinical trials are conducted safely and efficiently. Prior to joining WCG in early 2018, Chris was a research fellow at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, where he explored mechanisms of antibody activity against Streptococcus pneumoniae.
	Chris received his BA in Biology from Assumption College in 2008 and his Ph.D. in Molecular Genetics and Microbiology from Stony Brook University in 2014, where he studied the pathogenesis of Francisella tularensis in a high containment Biosafety Level 3 laboratory. Chris sits on the board of directors for the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research (NWABR), serves as an ad-hoc peer reviewer for Infection and Immunity, mBio, and Microbiology Spectrum, and is a member of the American Society for Microbiology (ASM) and the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA).


	Anthony English, PhD
	Founder & CEO
	BioSyft, Inc.
	anthony.english@biosyft.io |  614-842-3214
	Anthony English, PhD, is a pharmacologist and entrepreneur with expertise in behavioral neuroscience, preclinical drug development, and quantitative analysis of animal behavior. He earned his PhD in Pharmacology from the University of Washington, where his research focused on the neurobiological and behavioral effects of cannabinoids and the development of advanced methods for behavioral phenotyping. As CEO of BioSyft Inc., he leads the development of AI-based technologies that automate and standardize behavioral assessment in laboratory animals, with the goal of improving rigor, reproducibility, and efficiency in preclinical research. His expertise spans rodent behavioral models, pharmacology, experimental design, video-based behavioral analysis, machine learning, and the development and validation of research technologies. Through his work with academic, biotechnology, and pharmaceutical research groups, Dr. English focuses on translating emerging computational tools into practical approaches that can improve the quality and welfare of animal-based research.
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	Speaker Bios
	Lan Guo, PhD
	Lead Principal Applied Scientist
	Oracle
	Experimental and Molecular Medicine - Neuroscience, Dartmouth Medical School
	lan.guo14@gmail.com
	Lan Guo, PhD leads AI-for-Science product development, building technology that brings machine learning into drug discovery and biomedical research. Trained as an experimental neuroscientist at Dartmouth, Stanford, and the University of Oregon, she has spent the past decade applying statistics, deep learning, large language models, and biological foundation models to therapeutic R&D — including cell therapy for oncology and autoimmune disease, RNA-editing gene therapy, and antibody design. She has been the first data science hire at three biotech companies and has led scientific development of an AI-driven drug discovery platform. She holds several patents on machine-learning-based therapeutic design. Lan is dedicated to increasing the efficiency of drug discovery by maximizing the use of data and machine learning.


	Susan B. Harper, DVM, MS, DACLAM, DACVPM, RBP, CBSP
	Private Consultant
	sharperdvm@gmail.com
	Dr. Susan Harper earned her undergraduate degree in agriculture from West Virginia University and her DVM from Louisiana State University. Following graduation, she worked in large animal practice for several years before enrolling in a post-doctoral residency and masters program in comparative medicine at the Penn State University College of Medicine. She served on the Penn State faculty for 2 years, before accepting a position with the U.S. Federal Government and worked at several different Departments and Agencies throughout her federal career. She is currently working as a private consultant.
	Dr. Harper is a diplomate in the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ACLAM) and the American College of Veterinary Preventative Medicine (ACVPM) and a Registered Biosafety Professional (RBP) and Certified Biosafety Professional (CBSP) through the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA). In addition, she is an active member of numerous professional veterinary and safety organizations, serving on the AAALAC International Council and as a site visitor for the AVMA Council on Education.
	Co-founder and CEO
	ModernVivo

	ian@modernvivo.com
	Ian Levine holds a B.S. in Experimental Neuroscience from Virginia Tech, where his research centered on developing novel non-opioid pain therapeutics, and an M.S. in Pharmacology from the University of Michigan, where he developed computational methods to design clinically relevant in vivo models of breast cancer metastasis to bone. He is the co-founder and CEO of ModernVivo, a Seattle-based, venture-backed startup whose literature intelligence platform analyzes millions of peer-reviewed publications so preclinical researchers can identify relevant in vivo models, extract detailed protocol conditions, and cross-reference findings against clinical trial and regulatory guidance.


	Ian Levine, MS
	FACULTY


	Speaker Bios
	Joanne Morris, MS, DVM, DACLAM
	Assistant Director, Veterinary Services
	Mass General Brigham/Harvard
	jmorris6@mgh.harvard.edu
	Joanne Morris, DVM DACLAM; Senior Clinical Veterinarian, Massachusetts General Hospital. Joanne earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Science from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and a Master in Science focusing on health of pigs and cattle at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville Arkansas. After completing her masters she received her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Following veterinary school she completed a residency in Laboratory Animal Medicine at GlaxoSmithKline pharmaceutical company and remained on the clinical veterinary staff. In January 2008 she joined the Center for Comparative Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital as a clinical veterinarian and earned diplomate status in the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine in 2010.


	Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG
	Member, Council on Accreditation
	AAALAC International
	Founder & President, LabDog Consulting, LLC
	justinmcnulty@gmail.com
	Justin A. McNulty, MLAS, CPIA, RLATG, is an Independent Consultant. Mr. McNulty has over 25 years of experience in laboratory animal sciences, including the management of animal care and use programs, compliance programs for recombinant DNA and biosafety research, and software solutions for research compliance. Mr. McNulty received his master’s degree in laboratory animal science from Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. McNulty is an active member of the American Society of Primatologists and currently serves as a member of the Board of Trustees for the Scientist Center for Animal Welfare (SCAW) and for The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens. He currently serves on the AAALAC International Council on Accreditation.


	Adam New-Waterson, BFA
	Head of AI
	Orderly Wellness
	Allen Institute (ESCRO, former IACUC)
	University of Washington (IACUC alternate)
	cheerful@outlook.com
	Adam New-Waterson leads a team of AI Engineers who produce in-house technology for the Orderly Wellness family of brands. OWC is a vertically integrated direct-to-consumer medicine company. In his spare time, Adam volunteers as a community member for IACUCs and ESCRO, Food Lifeline food bank, and mentors LGBTQIA+ startup CEOs. Formerly, he taught environmental education at gardens including Shark Garden in Burien, and several elementary schools in Atlanta. Prior to pivoting into AI Engineering, Adam was a Silicon Valley Chief Marketing Officer for entirely too many tech companies.


	Paul Meechan, Ph.D, MPH, RBP, CBSP(ABSA)
	Consultant
	meechpa@gmail.com | 404-801-7028
	Paul is currently a biosafety consultant, providing guidance and training to a number academic and government institutions regarding safe containment practices. He has over 30 years’ experience in the field, including positions at the CDC and Merck and Co., Inc. He was also the CDC editor for the 6th edition of the NIH/CDC manual Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories. Paul has served as President of ABSA International and holds a Ph.D. from the University of Rochester.
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	Cynthia Pekow, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA
	Chief, Veterinary Medical Unit
	VA - Puget Sound Health Care System
	cpekow@uw.edu | (206) 764-2448
	Cynthia Pekow, DVM, DACLAM, CPIA is Chief of the Veterinary Medical Unit at the VA Puget Sound Health Care System, since 1991. Her veterinary career began in small animal practice, followed by residency training in laboratory animal medicine at the University of Washington (UW). She is a Clinical Associate Professor in the UW Department of Comparative Medicine, a diplomate of the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine, and a Certified Professional IACUC Administrator. In 2003 she served as President of the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS). She is a past board member of the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research. She currently serves as President for the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS), and as a Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors for AAALAC, International. Dr. Pekow is a former Board Member of NWABR.


	Shannon Ramsey
	Senior Manager, Research Compliance
	Allen Institute
	shannonr@alleninstitute.org

	Norman Peterson, DVM, PhD, DACLAM
	Principal Consultant
	Biovetality
	ncpdvmphd@gmail.com
	A veteran of academia and the pharmaceutical industry, Norman Peterson is the founder of Biovetality. He earned B.S., M.S., and D.V.M degrees from the University of Illinois before completing specialized residency training in nonhuman primates at Wake Forest University. He continued his advanced education at the University of Pennsylvania, completing a laboratory animal residency and a Ph.D. in comparative medicine.
	Dr. Peterson's career began in academia as an Assistant Professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, where he cultivated his interest in cancer biology and pain biomarkers. He later transitioned to the biotechnology industry, spending 15 years at Medimmune/AstraZeneca. Afterward, he moved to the Pacific Northwest to help build an animal resource and investigative toxicology program for Seagen/Pfizer.
	Shannon Ramsey began working in biomedical research in 2004. In 2005, she became the IACUC Administrator for an industry CRO. In 2013, she joined the Allen Institute in Seattle, WA and is currently the Senior Program Manager Research Compliance. In this role, she has responsinilities for IACUC, IBC, and Human Research Protections Administrator. She has a BA in history from the Evergreen State College, and is a Certified Professional IACUC Administrator and a Registered Laboratory Animal Technician.
	Ms. Ramsey is a member of the board of the Northwest Association of Biomedical
	Research, and has served on the planning committee for NWABR’s IACUC Conference
	since 2007 and its IBC Conference since 2015. She is a member of Public Responsibility in
	Medicine and Research and the American Association of Laboratory Animal Science.
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	Rebecca Sammak, DVM, DACLAM
	Senior Veterinarian
	National Biomedial Research Institute,
	University of California Davis
	Rlsammak@ucdavis.edu
	Rebecca Sammak is an experienced lab animal veterinarian with a focus on nonhuman primate clinical care and research support. She trains veterinary residents and veterinary students on clinical care of nonhuman primates and clinical research to refine animal care. Rebecca also collaborates on infectious disease research projects for models that have clinically evident disease in ABLS2 and ABSL3 environments.


	Melissa Tribelhorn, MPA
	Executive Director, NW Association for Biomedical Research
	melissa@nwabr.org | 206-957-3337
	Melissa Tribelhorn has dedicated her career to advocating for educational and healthcare programs that reduce barriers and change lives. As Northwest Association for Biomedical Research’s CEO/Executive Director, she advocates for public trust in science. Her early work with HIV prevention education in sub-Saharan African grounded her philosophy that social justice and collaborative leadership are the cornerstones of equitable and sustainable policies and programs. Melissa’s more recent roles in nonprofit management have provided her with extensive experience managing organizations, teams, finances, operations, youth and adult educational programs, and strategic planning. Melissa holds an MPA from Seattle University and lives in the Puget Sound with her incredibly active first grader.


	Heather Sidener, DVM, DACLAM
	Attending Veterinarian & Veterinary Medical Officer
	VA - Portland
	heather.sidener@va.gov
	Dr. Heather Sidener is the Attending Veterinarian and Veterinary Medical Officer for the Portland VA. After years of working in primate medicine, she made the jump back to mixed lab animal work in 2025 and loves supporting the many rodents and rodent PIs helping veterans and the public benefit from the many scientific breakthroughs that come from VA research. Public outreach supporting the value of animal research to both humans and animals is a priority in her life. She received her DVM from Washington State University in 2000, and after a short stint in private practice has been a lab animal vet ever since. She’s lived in the Pacific Northwest all her life, moving from Alaska to Seattle and finally to Portland, which is probably as far south as she’ll go. She became a Diplomate of the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine in 2017.


	Yak-Nam Wang, PhD
	Principal Research Scientist Engineer
	Center for Industrial and Medical Ultrasound, Applied Physics Laboratory, University of Washington
	ynwang@uw.edu
	Dr Yak-Nam Wang is a Principal Research Scientist Engineer at the Center for Industrial and Medical Ultrasound, Applied Physics Laboratory, University of Washington, where she has spent over two decades advancing the translation of therapeutic ultrasound technologies from bench to bedside, including the preclinical studies behind Burst Wave Lithotripsy and Ultrasonic Propulsion. Her broader research programme spans histotripsy bioeffects, non-invasive abscess and tumour treatment, and ultrasound-enhanced drug delivery.
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