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Student Handout

State the bioethical problem. State problem as an ought to do question (e.g., “What ought I do when…”)

List at least five possible alternative actions or solutions to the problem, even if you don’t agree with some. 
Ranking              Possible Solutions

1.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

5.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

6.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

7.  _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

8. _________   _____________________________________________________________________________________

Rank these alternatives in order of preference by placing numbers beside them. For example, place #1 beside the first choice, 
#2 beside the second, etc. (Rank them from the one your values agree with most to the one your values agree with least.)

Take your #1 solution and explain why it is your number one solution. How does it reflect your values?

What ethical perspective is given priority in your solution? (For example, are you mostly concerned with outcomes or with 
following a moral rule?)

List 3 reasons why others might not agree with your solution to the problem.

1.

2.

3.

How would you address their concerns?

Adapted in part from the Jon R. Hendrix/ Pat Somers Model, Ball State University

Alternate Decision-Making Framework #1


